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Hon. A. Lovekin: Are you going to vote
fur- the no-confidence motion?

The lIffNISTER FOR EDUCATION:
This is not a no-confidence motion. It is a
motion in favour of the development of tie
country, and as such I support it. It is im-
possible for me to explain the vindictive
and venomous attitude of the bon. member
towards the Premier. Hans any member of
the Government -failed to give him every
fatility to further his scheme? I know I
have done all I could. to help him. The hon.
member himself admits that we have en-
abled him to place this scheme before the.
Prime Mlinister?' We have gone out of out
way to help him, but, because this big
scheme has net been finalised in a moment,
hie attacks the Government in this way.
With these remarks, in the course of which
I have felt obliged to depart to a ertain.
extent from the motion as it stands, on
account of the attack made upon the Pre-
mier by Mr. Miles I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Ifetropolitan-
Suburban) [5.44]:. I do not profess to speak
with any knowledge of this subject. I
merely riot; to enter a protest. During the
course of his speech Mr. Mlites read a num-
ber of quotations from after dinner or after
luncheon speeches. We also n-ere regaled with
a considerable amount of what I may term
private conversations. I further under-
stand, from an interjection on the part of
Mr. Miles, that he propuses in the course
of his reply to relate a private conversation
which he had with the Premier concerning
the ridiculous charge that he (the Premierl
did not reply to Lord Northcliffe with refer-
ence to the light in which the people of
Australia regard the immigrant. I protest
against these private conversations being
retailed in this Chamber. The principle is
entirely wrong, and I hope the hon. member
will not again adopt snch a course.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debate
adjourned.

House adjouarned at 5.45 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the (Their at 4.80
pin., and read prayers.

NOTICE OP MOTION-URGENCY.
Mr. SPEAKER: I received yesterday a

coimmuniatiOn from the member for Leeder-
yulle (Capt. Carter), who wanted to move the
adjournment of the House. While the sub-
ject matter of the hon. member's motion was
definite in character-it is in reference to
the dispute in the newspaper industry-I was
of opinion that the matter was before tbe
court and therefore it would not be wise for
the House to discuss it. So the question did

]lot conmc before the House yesterday. The
lin member came to my room sI a Cm
ing out just now, and told me he was very
anxious to have the matter discussed. This
atternoon I tried to learn from Mr. Justice
Draper whether the ease was actually before
the court and therefore sub judice. I could
not get Mr. Justice Draper, hut his associate
referred sue to the Clerk of the Arbitration
Court, who found Mr. Justice Draper and was
instructed by the Judge to give me the history
of thu case, which is as follows:-

Reference was made on the 28th August,
answvers filed on the 7th September, end
issues settled on the 11th September. The
case has not been listed uip to date.

Not being a legal manm, and being unable to
get advice from 'Mr. Justice Draper as to
whether the ease is sub judice, end since the
member for TLeederville is anxious to do some-
thing this afternoon, I have decided to place
the position before the House and let the
House take the responsibility of saying
whether the matter shall be dealt with, ac-
cepting the risk of its being before the court.
If it be the wish of the House, I will read
the letter from the hen, member. Is it the
wish of the House that the letter he read?

Hon. '.%. F. TROY: It is extraordinary,
Sir, that you should approach the House in
the manner you have done and ask for a de-
cision. It is a matter for your own decision.
The Spenker does not allow a motion for ad-
journment unless in his opinion the matter is
definite and of urgent public importance. I
submit that this is your peculiar province.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I have already decided
about the definiteness of the motion, but the
point is as to whether the ease is before the
court. As the hion. member said he was
anxious to move the motion if possible, I
thought I would let the House decide. That
is the only point. I do not know whether the
membier for Kanowna (lion. T. Walker) or
the member for Bunbury (Air. Money) could
tell us anything about the position.

Hon. T. Walker: Until tile mnotion is read
I cannot say anything about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: If I read the letter it
will then only he necessary for seven members
to rise, whea the hon. member will be able to
proceed. His motion is definite, but I do not
think it is urgent. Is it thle Proper thing
for the H-ouse to discuss something which is
before the court, if it is before the court?

lion. W. C. Angivin: It is before the
court.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, then, it is out.
Capt. CARTER: It is my desire to discuss

the strike existing in the newspaper induitry,
which already has been before the court and
disposed of.

Mdr. McCallum,: It is not disposed of.
Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the bon.

member to discuss it. The House decides
that we shall not proceed with the letter.

Capt. CARTER: Is it definite that the
House has decided?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it. is definite.
Mr. Underwood: The House has not de-

cided.
Hon. At. F., TROY tI submit that this is

a matter for you, Sir. it is withia your
province to say whether the motion is definite
and urgent. You huve said neither.

Mir. SPEAKER: I have said it is defi-
nite, but that T amo not satisfied of its ur-
gency. The matter has been before the court,
.and I an, informed it is still before the court.
That is the point. Because of the persistency
of the hon. ,nendher I told him I would place
the matter before thle House, to save any
subsequent discu~sioa. I am of opinion that
the motion is definite, but not urgent. The
trouble has been in existence for three weeks.
Therefore I am not going to read the letter,
unless the Roase instructs nme to do so.

Capt. Carter: Would I be in order in mov-
iag that the letter be read?

Mr. SPEAKER: No, the lion. member can-
not do that, but he can take any action he
likes by giving notice.

Capt. CARTER: I give notice that at the
next sitting of the House I will move that
the Honse discuss the strike now existing in
the nen-sr'nper industry.

Ron. M. F. Troy: That is not a proper
motion. A motion must have sonic purport.

QUESTIONS (2)-M1MIGRATION
SCHEMb.

Preparations for rlvols.

Mr. JOHNSTON (for Mr. A. Thomson)
asked the Premnier-1, Is the statement ap-
pearing on a public notice board in the city

correct ''That 100,000 applications have
been lodged for passages to Western Ans-
tralia, but it is feared that unless complete
preparations are made in Western Australia
the rush will be diverted to Canada and
Africa"?1 2,' If so, in view of the very great
seriousness of the position and the apparent
breakdown of the immigration scheme, will
he make a full and detailed statement to the
House shlowing what is proposed to be done
for immigrants upon their arrival in the
State and their subsequent settlement on
thle land 1 3, If he is prepared to follow the
suggestion contained in Question No. 2,
when will he make the statement?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 1 have not seen
the statement referred to. It is undoubt-
edly correct to say that a large number of'
people wish to come to Australia. 2, There
is no breakdown in the immigration scheme,
except in the hon. member's imagination.
I have made a full statement to the House,
showing what is proposed under the scheme.
3, Answered by No. 2.

Financial Arronqetnent8.
Mr. HICKM.OTT (for Mr. Latham) asked

the Premier: When may the House expect
the papers, asked for by me on the 9th
August, 1022, dealing with the financial
arrangements made with the British Gov-
ernment whilst he was in London?

The PREMIER replied: The agreement is
upon the Table of the House.

BILLS (8)-FIRST READING.

1. Perth Markets.

2. City of Perth.
Introduced by Mir. Mann.

3.2Navigation Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.

MOTION-RETURNED SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

To inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed fromt 31st August, out
motion by Mr. Wilson-

That in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that a Royal Commission should
be appointed to go into all phases of the
''land settlement policy'' in regard to r-
patriated soldiers of the A.I.F. who are
now struggling under adverse circumstances
and must eventually relinquish their hold-
ings owing to the heavy financial load that
they are at present carrying, unless some
permanent relief is given to them in the
immnediate future.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) f4.471: I do not know why the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) asks for a
Royal Commission to deal with this matter.
A Royal Commission is altogether unaces-
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ear)'. I propose later on to move an amend-
ment providing that there should be an in-
quiry by a select committee of the House
into the matter. The hon. member wishes
for an inquiry to be made into the cases of
soldiers whose land was cleared before they
settled upon it, and who are dissatisfied. I
have no objection to such an investigation.
An inquiry into the case of every soldier
settler is too big a matter, and no such in-
quiry is sought by anyone. The hon. mem-
ber says that the soldier settler on Crown
lards gets a rebate of 5U per cent., and on
repurchased estates none. That is so. The
question of Crown lands is different from
the question of repurchased lands. The
Crown has to pay for the land that is re-
purchased and interest un the cost. it
would be impossible to give any rebate in
such a ease. Furthermore, snch lands often
include very substantial improvements. A
gift of one-half of the rent on Crown lands
,means loss of revenue, whereas a gift of
one-half the cost on purchased land would
mean the loss of actual cash laid out and
a loss of interest for all time. The
soldiers preferred in most cases not
to take Crown lands, especially in the South-
West, but to go on to improved farms. If
we had put them on Crown lands they would
have got 160 acres free of all charges except
survey fees. We have not only purchased
land for subdivision but have purchased

Single farms with all stock and improvements
necessary. We purchased these lands often
at the nrgent request of the soldier himself.
When a man goes on Crown land he has to
face a large amount of work before he can
get any return from it. He has to clear the
land before he can put in his crops, and do
all those things necessary for the niniuten-
ance of the farm, as well as build his own
homne. He, therefore, starts two or three
years behind the tuan who steps into a going
concern. Often the men who bought these
farms found a growing crop upon thenm that
they could take off. One man bought a place
for Ji1,200, and out of his first crop paid
back the whole of the capital and had £1,200
to the good.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: What about the set-
tlers on the Midland line who are growing
vines?

The PREMIER: How different was his
position from that of the man who took 1,000
acres of uncleared land in the same locality-
The land that we purchase is often near a
railway or a town.

Mr. Wilson: And sometimes is not of much
value.

The PREMIER: The hon. member should
not say that. He should approach the ques-
tion in a different spirit. A very careful
examination of properties has been made.

.Mr. Wilson: But mistakes are made.
The PRENIER: The price has seldom been

more than a reasonable one. There were
some eases in which the board was persuaded
to buy a farm for a soldier, because the land
was adjacent to his father's holding and he

thought hie would get assistance from his
father. Such land was bought at the urgent
request of the soldier. In these circumstances,
would the hon.. member say the department
must take all the risk?

Mr. Wilson: I have never blamed the de-
partmnent.

The PREMIER: The hon. member blames,
someone.

Mr. Wilson: A mistake has been made.
The PREMIER: The hon. member said

that dud land had been dumped upon the
soldier. That could not have happened with-
out the approval of the board and the man-
agement. I dare say in some cases a soldier
has perhaps had a bad bargain. That is
generally so in a case such as I have just
mentioned. We have a duty to perform to the
soldier and to the State, and we must look
at the matter in that way. We should not
exaggerate the trouble. If there be any
trouble let, us find it out and rectify it.

Lient.-Colonel Denton: You have trouble
within 10 miles of Perth.

The PREMIER: There may be some
trouble there. It would be a strange thing
if all of the 4,500 soldiers we have settled
prove suitable for the land. We believe they-
are suitable; they have passed the qualifica-
tion board. It would be strange, however, if'
there were not some trouble. I do not ex-
pect to get through without it.

Lieut.-Colovel Denton: If you help'these,
men they will save you from trouble and
build up an industry for you.

The PREMIER: They are doing it.
Lieut.-Colonel Denton: limier bad condi-

tionis.
The PREMIER: The land for the most

part is good, and I believe the soldier has,
full value in almost every ease. I do not wish
this House to believe that every case and
every purchase, and everything else, bas gone
right. I1 cannot say it has. It will be found,
however, that very few of the purchases have
not been good. Mr. MeLarty has been charged
with forcing dtown the value of land on
account of the hard bargains he has driven.

,Mr. Wilson: Most of my charges are about
the extravagant cost of clearing.

The PREMIER: The hon. member would
hare been on soond] grounds if he had ad-
hered to that.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: I think he is om
sound grounds.

The PREMIER: I could say all is wrong
with the world, but I am not going to say it.
The hon. member said something about the
cows being unsatisfactory, and that some of'
them were not good milkers. I dare say some
of the people who milk cows are not capable
of handling them, because they have not bad'
the experience. I dlare say, too, if the hon.
member bought a cow, she would be giving-
only three quarts a day within a week.

Mr. Wilson: I would not know where to,
start.

The PREMIER: It has been found neces-
sary to protect the purchasers. The Stock
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Department certify to every cow before the
purchase is ratified. There will be trouble,
anyhow. The better the cow is the more
trouble is likely to occur with a bad milker.
I remember going down to the Kirupp estate
bought by Mr. Hugh Brockmian. I saw an
English settler and his father there, and
clover and feed on the ground 2 feet 6 inches
high. It would have been an easy matter to
have cut hay from 100 acres, and it would
have averaged about a ton to the acre. The
old man was trying to find some potatoes he
had planted in the middle of the 100 acres.
I think a furrow had been run across the
block inl order to find the place where the
potatoes had been placed. Those people did
not stay there because they were not suit-
able for the land. The lion. member referred
to a deputation that waited on me from
Brunswvick. The speakers dlid not question
the value of the land, but sought a reduction
in the price and asked the public to pay the
loss occasioned by the reduction by means of
a loan, and that thie interest should be waived
and not capitalised for five years. The man
who came to me "-as an honest kind of fellow.
He said, 'I'I am not making a do of it, as I
hove not enough of my land under crop-.'
I said 'How much stock will your land
carry!"' and he replied ''Two cows to
the 'acre. '' Of course if land will do that,
it is worth £80 an acre. if land will carry
one cow to two acresI it can easily be worth
£ 20. It is not a question of reducing the
price of land, because if we gave it to these
people for- nothing, even then they would
Dot be able to do anything with it. I told
this man that the job ahead of us n-as to
make it possible for him to live in comfort

-and pay Il ivaT, and T told him that I
would s'nd down the Chief inspector, who
would go into the ease on the spot to see
what could be done. The land is good,
cleared and ready, but it requires cultivation
and improvement. The hon. member said
that his complaint ras not so much in re-
gird to the land as it wvas in regard to clear-
ing, and he added that soldier clearers had
''swung the lead.'' That is the first time
I have heard the expression, and I confess I
do not know what it mneans. However, I
am not going to blame the soldiers if super-
vision permitted them to '"swing the lead.''
It is recognised that in some instances the
costs are excessive, but that is principally
owing to poor results obtained from day
labour, and also due to the fact that clearing
was carried out at an unsuitable season.
Ministerial approval wals given some months
ago for w-riting dlown clearing to the value
that the land is able to carry. For instance,
Cascades has been written down from £23
5s. to £16. This writing down was approved
by the Minister for Agriculture in May last.

Mr. Wilson: How is it then that these
people know nothing about it?

The PREMIER: I do not know. At the
Capeldene tadl Trigwell estates similar action
is pending.

Mr. Wilson: I sin glad to hear it.

Thle PREMvIER: At Balingup there are
so many estates that it is possible to con-
fuse one with the other. There has been
no clearing done there by tractor. The hon.
member told us that the Labour Government
operating in the South-Wcst had 5,704 acres
pulled and 5,560 acres rolled at an average
cost of 3 0 s.

Mr. Wilson: Your Minister for Mines ex-
plained that at the time.

The PREMIER: The cost of rolling is
small, and that brings down the average.
The tree-pulling to which the boll. member
referred, was done, I suppose, at Darken,
where the trees wvere dead. You cannot say
just what pulling will cost if the trees are
dead. When they have been dead for, say,
20 yeaurs, pulling is very easy indeed. The
charge imposed against the soldiers should be
just the cost of the work and no more.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Get closer home and
talk about the people on the Swvan.

The PREMIER: I have not heard any-
thing about them. We have written down
values there bef ore to-day, and of course it
is more pleasant for me to urge the writing
down of land owned by the Government than
to defend charges made here. The boil.
member referred to Noombling having been
bought for 30s. an acre. There is no record
of any offer at 20s. ever having been made
for this property. It was, however, offered
in 1918 at 45s. Thle improvements at the
time of purchase were valued at 10s. per
acre, and consisted of 4,107 acres cleared,
fenced and subdivided, six wells and build-
ings.

Mr. Wilson: The Commission could find
that out.

The PREMTIER: Egan's estate at Kojonup
was nlever offered. I am quoting the in-
formation which has been supplied to me.
The records are in the department. In con-
nection with the writing down of clearing
costs, there is one estate, the costs of which
were authorised to be written down. The bon.
nmenmber quoted individual cases. ]:e men-
tioned the case of Sampson, who paid Z5
16g. per acre for 118 acres, and he said that
a Commonwealth loan of £625 had been ob-
tained and that the clearing of 40 acres at
£23 sn acre ran into £1,177. There has never
been a Commonwealth loan as has been
mentioned by the hon. member. The Com-
monwealth lends money to the State and this
money has to be repaid. The facts are that
the land cost £684, there was a loan ap-
proved of £250, and the clearing cost £1,177.
There were pulled, stacked, shot and grubbed,

13 acres at a cost of £18 199. per acre;
there were partly grubbed 25 acres at £16
169. per acre, and pulled 60 anes at £8 Ss.
per acre. Another case quoted was that at
Copeldene, w~here the hon. member said there
were 28 aceres fit for immediate cultivation,
13 acres uncleared, 20 acres of dead timber,
21 acres of fair-sized trees, and that the
clearing cost £10 10s. per acre. The facts
in tbis particular ease ame: that there have
been cleared 4, acres at £21 per acre, pulled,
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stacked, shot and partly grubbed, 7%}' acres
at £16 7s., pulled and lopped 30% acres
at £E14 15is, per acre, and pulled, 62 acres at
£8 8s. per acre. Yet another case quoted
was that of a elan named Ellis, on whose
lPro1)erty the lion. member said that to pull
24 acres with about four trees to the acre
cost £27 per acre to clear. The facts hero
are that there were pulled and lopped 12
acres at £14 15s. per acre and pulled 56
acres at £:8 8s. per acre. The hon. member
spoke of a settler named Shenton. at Balingup
wrho, hie taid, hind spent £2,000 of his own
money.

Air. ]Pickering: Which property was that?
The PREMIER: Ferndale. This man in-

sisted on the purchase of Ferndale lot 5 at
£6 anl acre-there were 1441A acres-and he
secured also an advance of £1,400 for develop-
ment. The board feared that there was over-
capitalisation, but the man was confident.
There were other cases mentioned, but it is
hardly worth while dealing with them all
at length. I can assure the hon. member,
however, that inquiries are being made.
There is though, the case of a mail named
Hlunter at Cascades that may be alluded to.
He took up 268 acres of virgin country and
the lion. member said that it had cost £23 5s.
per acre to clear. This cost has been written
down to £ 16.

Air. Wilson: It was not done when 1
made my statement.

The PREMIER: It has not been written
down since then.

Air. Wilson: I received a letter only this
week from Hunter, in which lie states that be
knows nothing- about it.

The PREM[ER: It was authorised some
time ago. Reference was also made to
Harvey properties and the prices paid. It is
true that fairly high prices were paid in
some instances, but these amounts were paid
for the pick of river frontages. The bon.
member said that the price paid for this
land w'as only £8 10s. That is true, but there
were many. blocks below that figure, and it is
not possible to sell these at a flat rate. In
any big property there is oays a wide
range of valuable and poor blocks, and this
is particularly the ease at Harvey. As a
matter of fact, a part of that estate has been
set apart as a common because it was not
possible to sell it. The hon. member criticised
tree-pulling, and said that subsoil was
brought up. Experience has demonstrated
that that is not the ease.

Mr. Wilson: I hope I am wrong, but 1
do not think I am.

The PREMIER: The hon. member must
also know that the ringing of timber and
burning takes time, and that it is important
that the settler should produce at once- 1
have said that I have no objection to this
inquiry, but I hope the hon. member will con-
fine it to the complaints of dissatisfied sol-
diers.

tieut-Colonel Dlenton: There are many.
The PREMIER: Of course, the hon. mem-

her will get a lot. I expected him to say that,

because I know that there wvill be many com-
plaints received.

Lieut-Colonel Dlenton: They want a fair
deal.

The PREMIER: Yes, and they want to
give a fair deal, too.

tiieut-Colonel Dlenton: You cannot say they
do not do so.

The PREMIER: I say they do want to
give a fair deal.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: They are doing so.
Mir. SPEAKER: Order!
The PREMIER: Those men are giving a

fair deal and they want to do good work. If
there are mena jo trouble, we want to straight-
en out their difficulties. The hon. member
knows that that is so.

Lieut.-Colonel Dlenton: They want a fair
deal, that is all.

The PREMIER: They will get a fair
deal. Complaints are bound to be made and
they will be made in some eases by men who
are doing very well, but think they should be
doing hetter. We want to give them a chance.
It is possible to give a man a farm and pro-
vide him with stock and implements and so

oin, but, no matter how good the property may
be, unless tile man is able to make use of it,
all this property is no good to him. We want
to see that the land is given a chance and
that the man, too, is given Ilis chance. 1
suppose that is all that the member for Col-

lie would claim that the State should do. If
the In want a little more assistance to crop
a greater area, or to keep more cattle, so as
to help them to pay their way, that is a
matter that can receive further consideration.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: These men were your
best insurance during the wvar.

Thte PREMIER: If the land is such that
a man cannot make good on it, because the
land is unsuitable, then we should endeavour
to place that mnin on another property. On
the other hand, if the land is suitable for
farming and the man cannot succeed, the best
thing would be for that man to seek em-
ploymnent in some other occuipation. I do not
know if there arc any such cases, but if
there are, those men must be given a chance.
Tme land, too, however, must be given a
chance, and if there is no reason why they
cannot succeed on land that is good. I do not
think the department should be blamed. Writ-
ing down seems to be the only remedy sug-
gested. I do not know that we should, gener-
ally speaking, view that system as the pro-
ver one to follow. In cases where the amount
spent by tile Government has been too much
for the clearing done, or where the cost of
clearing has been overcharged, the price must
be written down. We have an amount set
aside to meet losses that may be occasioned
by the scheme, and naturally we will need it
all before the scheme is completed, and we will
use it in such cases.

Mr. Johnston: Some men may desire more
money to ext'-nd their clearings.

The PREMIER: We may find it neces-
sary to alter the Act in some eases. Some
of these difficulties have been met, but there
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are Aot many men who want more than
12,000.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Quite a lot of them
hmave spent their own money.

The PREMIER: Yes, and thatl was very
wise, too.

Lieut.-Colonel Deaton:- They did not ask yon
for any assistance.

The PREMIER: That is so. If they had
money themselves and did not require to bor-

Tow, it meant that they did not have that to
repay later on.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: They are feeling the
pinch now.

Time PREMIER: I do not know of such
-cases. However, the I-ouse can be satisfied
that we will do what is fair by the soldiers.
In conclusion, I consider the department has
given evidence of its desire to meet the sol-
diers. The member for Collie declared as
much in his speech when he said that Mr.
MeLarty ixas doing very well. I move an
.amendment-

That the words "Royal Commission" be
struck out with a view to inserting ''A
select committee of this House."

I will move a further amendment later on to
-deal with the inquiry.

Mr. Pickering: To what effect?
The PRE~frlR: I shall subsequently move

for the deletion of all the words after "to''
in line 3, to substitute the following:
"inquire into complaints of dissatisfied Soldier
settlers under the Discharged Soldier Settle-
-ment Act. "

Liput.-Colonel Denton: That does not go far
-enoughj.

Mr. Wilson: That will not satisfy us.

Lieut.-Colonel DENTON; I move--

That the debate ho adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

Amendment put and passed.
The PREMIER: I move a further amend-

inent-
That all the words after "to" in line 3

he struck out and the following be in-
serted: ''inquire into the complaints of
dissatisfied soldier settlers under the Dis-
charged Soldiers Settlement Act."
Mr. Wilson: I will fight that to the lnst

ditch.
Thme PIREMIEFR: The Rouse will agree that

this will meet what is desired, namely, an in-
-qniry into the position of soldiers who are
dissatisfied with their lot under the Dis-
charged Soldie!rs Settlement Act. That is
what the member for Collie wishes to achieve.
1 cannot understand what more could be de-
sired. It will he a pretty big inquiry evea
-then. I am prepared to listen to what hion.
memhbers have to say, but I think this amnend-
meat corers all tinat the lion. member referred
to in his speech the other night.

Mr. WILSON (Collie-on amendment)
15.35]: I agreed to the appointment of a
-select committee instead of a Royal Commis-

Sion. I had hoped that a Royal Commis-
sion. would have been appointed, and that
ant outsider might have been chosen to set
in order to give an impartial tone, so
to speak, to the proeedings. I do not agree
,twith the tinkering of the motion to any fur-
ther extent, The very fact that the Premier
admitted hie was wrong in one ease regarding
Noombling land when he said 17s. 6id. was
paid for landc that cost 3s.-

The Premier: I spoke without having tho
papers with mne and I told you that.

The SPEAKER, The lion. member cannot
(lebate. that question, but can only debate the
qjuestion of striking out the words indicated.

Mr. WILSON: We must get down to the
question of what the land cost. f am not
prepa red to believe that 'Mr. Brown at Noom1-
huing spent anL extra £!12,500 in clearing and
improving hi', land after the G-overnment had
turiied down his offer to sell the property for
17s. 6d. per acre before the war. The in-
crease from 17s. 6d. to 30s. is practically
£12,500.

The -Premier: You know I spoke without
having the papers before nme!

'Mr. WJLSON: I am not so sure that the
Government were offered 17s. 6d.

The Premier: Were we offered it at that
figure3

Mr. Wfl_9ON: You said so.
The Premier: No. T said I thought so.

I h ave now corrected that.
Mr. WILSON: I want to find out whether

it was offered to the Government 'for a pound
and afterwards bouvht at 30ls.

The Premier: You can find that out if
you like.

Mr. WILSON: Do you want to confine the
inquiry to the complaints of soldiers who
have complained up to the present time?

The Premier: That is what you wanted.
Mr. WIbSON: All the soldiers did not

complain about the price of the land.
The Premier: What do you want?
Mr. WIlLSON: I want the motion as it

iit'sands in my name.
The Premier: I am ashamned of the word-

ing of it.
Mr. WILSON: I am not ashamed of the
tji-rjng. I ami prouid of it and I am proud

ofe the fact, too, that the department has at
last come to its senses and reduced the price
of the land.

The Premier: That was anthorised in May
last.

The Minster for Mines: 1zn any ease, does
not your motion confine it to men who have
complaints?

Members: Of coarse it does.
Mr. Richardson: The only thing is, that

the original motion goes further than the
Premier sugeests.

'Mr. WILSON: The motion will do away
with this policy of hush.

The Premier: Very well, I will withdraw
the amendment! The member for Collie can
have anything he wants! He can have the
control of the department f or a month[I
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Mr. WILSON: I do not want the Premier
to be snake-becaded.

The Premier: I ask leave to withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
(5.30]: 1 have been requested by branches
of the Returned Soldiers' League in my
electorate to support the motion and have
promised to do so. I am glad the Govern-
mnent have decided to accept the motion and
grant an inquiry by select committee. Gen-
erally speaking, in my electorate and in
most agricultural districts with which I am
acquainted, the soldiers' settlement board
have done good work, although from
the strong case made out by the member
for Collie (Mr. Wilson), whom I congratu-
late on the presentation of his ease, the re-
sults in other parts of the State have not
been so satisfactory.

The Premier: It is a wore difficult process
in the South-West.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes. In my portion of
the State the main complaints received from
soldiers have been because Mr. iAtotarty,
exercising that canny Scotch caution with
which his name is associated amongst
soldier settlers, missed many good bargains.

Mr. Corboy: And saved the State from
making some bad ones, too.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Three or four years ago
Mr. MeLarty was offered at low prices
much of the best forest country east
of the Great Southern railway and he
did not secure as much of it as he
should have done. He put a number
of soldiers in that great rich district be-tween Narrogin and Dwvarda, but even there
liore men might have been settled over and
above the large number wbo went there on
the promise of a railway.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion deals with
dissatisfied soldiers oil the land, not soldiers
to be settled onl the land.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If there were no other
reason for supporting the motion to give
relief to soldiers onl repurchased estates
than the fact that Parliament in the time
of the Lefroy Government gave similar re-
lief to settlers on repurchased estates,
including well-to-do settlers who were
not soldiers, it would have my sup-
port. I hope the Premier will intro.
due a Dill on the lines of the measure
passed 0 by the Lefroy Government a few
years ago which permitted a reduction of
price in respect to a large number of re-
purchased estates. A similar measure of
consideration and relief should be given to
our returned soldiers who -were promised
and who deserve the best preferential treat-
ment that can be meted out to them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is a reason
why the Government should give up buying
land.

Mr. TOHNSTON: There is another phase
of soldier settlement which the select com-

mnittee should investigate and that is soldiers
on properties purchased by the board at a
fair price of £2,000, but with very little
clearing. These men, having only a small
area cleared, cannot carry on their fine
properties unless the Government amend the
Act and permit of further advances being
made for clearing. There are earnest hard-
working mn who need only this additional
assistance in order to achieve success.

Lieut.-Colouel Dlenton : Men who have
stood the test after having been settled by
the soldier -settlement department.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Ycs, they are working
hard and, on the repirts of the inspectors,
cannot achieve success unless additional
advances are made to enable them to
further clear their selections.

The Premier: I am giving them more.
Mr. JOHNSTON: I am glad to hear that.

Much might be done in the way of giving
relief to soldiers on the land. They were
promised the best of everything when they
returned from the war, and it is the duty of
the House to see that they are given a full
m~easure of relief such as was given in years
gone by to more fortunate holders who did
not fight for their country.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [.536]: T sup-
port the motion. Several settlers mentioned
by the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) are
operating in my electorate, and I can say
that the conditions mentioned by him are
in accordance with fact. I was glad to bear
from the Premier that the price of clearing,
£23 5s. per acre, has been reduced to £C16.
If the country has been totally cleared, I
can understand the large coat assessed for
this work, but if on the other hand it has
been only partially cleared in accordance
with the policy followed in the South-West,
then the amount is undoubtedly higb for
that class of clearing. Another pertinent
question referred to by the hon. member is
the cost of the houses on these repurchased
estates. If, as stated by him, the amount
in one case was so great, I am at; a loss to
understand how the Government could put
such a price upon it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in discussing the cost of the houses.
That will be elicited by the select eoni-
inittee.

M r. PICKERING: Certainly that is one
phase into which the select committee will
be expected to inquire, and a very import-
ant phase. Under the Agricultural Bank Act
only a certain sum is allowed for a house,
and if the cost of the house is such as to
htamper the development of the property,
it is surely a matter for inquiry.

Mr. SPEAKER: The inquiry will reveal
that.

Mr. PICKERING: Then I wish to know
what I may discuss under this motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
discuss the necessity for an inquiry.
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'MT. PICKERING: It is necessary that an
inquiry should be made to ascertain whether
the prices paid for some of the houses were
too high.

Mr. SPEARE R: No price is mentioned in
the motion. There is no opposition to the
motion and 110 argument has been advanced
on that line.

Mr. PICKERING: Another phase of the
question which should be inquired into is
that of road facilities for the settlers.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is right.
Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member had

better do that under another motion.
Mr. PICKERING: Do you rule that I am

out of order?
.Mr. SPEAKER: I rule that you cannot

discuss road making uinder this motion.
lion. P. Collier: On the general principle

you are out of order.
Mr. PICKERING: On general principle

I an' out of order in discussing anything in
this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. member
must not he offensive. He must confine his
remarks to the motion and must not discuss
the question of roads.

Mr. PIC'KERING: The motion states that
the select committee shall inquire into all
phases of the land settlement policy in regard
to repatriated soldiers.

Ron. P. Collier: That question of land
clearing has to do with forestry.

Mr. PICKERING: Evidently that has no-
thing to do with the motion; neither has the
provision of markets. The member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson), in meving the motion,
said certain settlers under this scheme were
being ruined because no markets were pro-
vided for their products. This is one of the
most vital questions to which inquiry should
be directed. The committee should endeavour
to ascertain whether markets can be pro-
vided. for these men.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not think that will
come within the scope of the select committee.
Let uts enlarpe the motion.

Mr. PICKERING: I hope the motion will
be agreed to and that the inquiry will em-
brace the points to which I have directed at-
tention.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN (Northi.East Fre-
mantle) r5.41]: I would not have spoken but
for some remarks which have fallen from
members on the cross benches, and I want to
make it clear that those remarks should not
be taken byv the select committe as an indi-
cation of thep feeling of the House. It has
been suggested that7 the Government should
introduce legislation to enable the price of
repurchased land to he reduced. I hope the
select committee will not take that as a direc-
tion fromt this House as to the line on which
inquiry shovid be made. What is the use of
th, Government continually repurchasing
estates at what is considered a fair value if
We have to almosit immediately reduce the
price and make the difference a charge on
the consolidated rev-enue of the State?

The Minister for Works: A man ought to
know the price before he buys the land.

Hon. AV. C. ANGWDjN: The State cannot
afford to be continually reducing the price
of its land. One thing or the other must
happen; eithnr the State must refrain from
doing this or else we shall fid ourselves in
the bankruptcy court.

The 'Minister for Works: Does not this
motion pre-judge the case? I think it does.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIX: No. It refers to
Soldiers Struggling against adverse conditions,
but this may not be due to the price of the
land. It might be that charges are too high
at the present time, and that a longer period
is required by the soldiers in which to meet
their engagements. The arguments in sup-
port of the motion hare been that the only
way to afford relief is by reducing the price
of the land. The difficulty might be over-
come by e)Aeading the time or lowering the
annual payments without making any reduc-
tion in price. One of the greatest mistakes
the Government ever made was to reduce the
price of land. This has been demonstrated
by the prices since paid for land. The value
put upon the land by the owners themselves
slows clearly that Parliament did wrong in
reducing the price to 15is. per acre.

The Minister for W5orks: And since then
there has been nothing hut calls for reduction.

HIon. W. C. ANOWIN: We made it too
cheap. WSe put such a value on it that people
concluded it "ase flmost useless, and since
then the Government have met with nothing
hut abuse for having lowered the price. In
conclusion, I have to express the hope that
the select committee will not take it from
members of this House that it is necessary
to introduce legislation to reduce the prices
of blocks on repurchased estates.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.46]: The
motion, apparently, is going to be carried
unanimously. I wish to draw attention,
however, to a point in connection with sol-
dier vttlement in the South-West as dis-
closed by the information given to us by the
Premier to-day. It appears that in the case
of one estate, the Cascade estate, the aver-
age cost of clearing was £23 39. 4d. per acre.
The Premier tells us that in connection with
that estate the cost has been written down
to £16 per acre, representing an actual less
to the community of £:7 per acre in respect
of that one estate. On the authority of 'Mr.
Hesketh, who is admitted to be one of the
best judges of what land clearing raight to
cost in the South-West, as regards that por-
tion of the Cascade estate which is heavily
timbered the cost should not exceed £10 per
ac-re, and in respect of that which is more
lightly timbered £5 per acre. On the whole,
says Mr. Hesketh, the cost of clearing the
Cascade e-tate should not he more than 9
per ac-re. He further stated that be himself
would be prepared to do the clearing for an
average price of £S9 per acre.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: Hle said that after
the work had been done.
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Ron. P. COLLIER: Yes. There has been
something radically wrong in connection with
the administration of this work when we
find that already, before operations have corn-
nieneed, the value of the land has to be
written down by such a sum as £7 per acre.

The Premier: That is only a few acres.
Rlon. P. COLLIER: I understood the Pre-

mier to say that the writing down referred to
the Cascade estate.

The Premier: Ye;, but there are only a
few acres.

lion. P. COLLIER: The blocks run from
30 to 40 acres up to 100 and 150 acres. Does
not the area cleared amount to 30 or 40
acres per block on the average?

The Premier: I have not my notes here.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier tells us

that the question of writing down the east
of clearing on other estates is under consid-
eration.

The Premier: They were cleared by day
labour.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Somebody is respon-
sible. There has been absolute malndminis-
tration.

The Premier: Not maladministration.
lion. P1. COLLIER: Well, incompetency,

shocking incompetency. Somebody is re-
sponsible. Are the officers who controlled
that work still in the Government service,
and arc they continuing to exercise control
in connection with the clearing of other es-
tates? If so, where are- we going to land
ourselves? The country is going to he sad-
dled with enormous losses in this connec-
tion, if ne find ourselves in such a position
already. The state of affairs that has been
revealed is absolutely shocking. I want to
take this, the earliest opportunity of enter-
ing my protest against the fact that the
nmatter has not been disclosed to the pnblic
earlier. There has been a writing down of
£7 per acre as far back as May last, and
here in September, for the first time, the
House ond the country are made acquainted
with the fact. Such an important action as
the writing down of values to that extant
should have been made kinowni to the public
promptly. We are accustomed to rend in the
newspapers day after day of the most tid.
dlcy-winking, unimportant actions of Min-
isters: how the Minister for Works goes to
floudlakine or sonioulmere to open a hail, and
how the Colonial Secretary goes to Bruce
Rock for some similar purpose. Why should
we get news of all the unimportant 'move-
'nients of Ministers in those twopenny-half-
penny matters, and have an action of such
importance withheld from us? Alt those lit-
tle things are made known to the whole
public, but apparently the Government con-
sider that the writing down of estates in the
South-West to the extent of £e7 per acre
does not concern the public.

The Premier! It is not the writing down
of an estate, but of the clearing.

Ron. P. COLLIER: The Premier tells us
that the writing down was done in 'Hay last.
However, no enterprising Minister was a=x-

ioos to convey that information to the pub-
lie. I remember the time when the present
Minister for WVorks stormed and raged ad
fumed UP and down these benches because
of what he eharacterised as the secret actions
of "Ministers. WhVly were we operating se-
cretly, he asked. I want to protest against
the action of Ministers in withholding from
the public alt information concerning such
an inportant administrative act as this.

The Premier: Do you mean to say that
we ought to have published each name in the
newspapers?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not at alL A. mere
paragraph would have sufficed. A few lines
would have served to inform the public that,
onwing to representations made, and after
due inquiry, the Government had decided to
write down the clearing costs on the Cascade
estate from £23 per acre to £16. I am forced
to the conclusion that there was some motive
ini withholding that information from the
public.

The Premier: What is the mnotive?
Hon. P. COLLIERI: I do not know.
The Premier: Neither do I.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Why was not the in-

formation given to the public? The House
has a right to know. These facts have an
important bearing upon the policy of land
settlement in the South-West and upon the
immigration scheme.

The Premier: There is not going to be any
day labour clearing inu the South-West so
far as I am concerned.

Hon. P. COLLIR: It is a qnestion of day
labour?

The Preier: 'It was4.
Hon. WV C. Augwin- That is the excuse.
Mr. Chesson: It was a matter of had sup-

ervision.
Hon. P. COLLIER: And there is not going

to be any more day labouir clearing?
The Premier: Not so far as I am con-

cerned.
Hon. P. COLLIER: After six years of

oflice the Govurnment have discovered that it
i-3 a good thing to put into operation their
own policy ais to day labour versus contract
work. It has taken them six snbnthb to dis-
cover that.

The Minister for Works: No. I have let
contracts for six years, and you know it.

Hon. P. COLLIER. I am not going to
pursue that question on this motion, bet I1
hope the Premier will givu the fullest infor-
miation as to the writing down of these costs.

The Premier: I will submit a. list to the
House-

lion. P. COLLIER: We should have the
whole of time papers laid on the Table, and
niembers should hare an opportunity of dis-
cussing the subject, which is of the utmost
importance in relation to the settlement of
the South-West.

The Premier: I will get a return prepared.
Hon. P. COLLIER: If we are up against

such a proposition as this at the very outset
of our career in closer settlement of the
South-West, where may we not laud? It is
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no wonder that the State is going to leeward
if we have such a thing as £E7 per acre being
thrown away in the cost of clearing. We are
told now, by way of explanation, that this is
due to the fact of the -. ork having been done
by dlay labour instead of by contract. I do
not know that that is so, and I do not admit
it; but, if it is so, why was the work done
by dlay labour? Why was this extra expense
incurred? Surely it should have been within
the knowledge of the Government and the
officers concerned. Those officers have had
experience of the cost of cleating in the
South-West. After years of experience of
the -work they ought to know the most econo-
inical way of doing it-whether by hand lab-
o11r or by traction, whether by day labour or
'by contract. Every phase of land clearing in
the South-West ourhit to be well within the
knowledge of the departmental officers. if
they had the knowledge that day labonr was
going to land them in these excessive costs,
what is their explanation of having the work
done by day labour?

The Premier: It is not suitable work for
day labour, That is the truth of the matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Premier's
statement is correct, bow is it that the de-
partinent had the work dlone by day labour?

The Premier:- It is very difficult to ex-
plain, but the soldiers were out of work. The
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) explained
that,

Hon. P, COLLIER. It would have been
better to put the soldiers on to road making
or sonic other kind of work, where the results
of their ineffiiency-if that is the explana-
tion-would not hec for all time a burden
upon somebody else.

M %r. Lutem-: Upon some other soldiers.
lion. P. COLLIER: That would have been

something like a common-sense way- of deal-
ing with thhe unemployed soldiers. I hone
the House will have an opportunity of dis-
cussingz the whole question. I am quite satis-
fied that this is not the end of it, but only
the beginning.

The Premier: So am I Satisfied.
Hon. P. COLLIER: This House ougvht to

know of such things. It is a matter of grave
financial responsibility when' we aire already
cutting down clearing costs by £7 per acre.
So far as one, can judge, there is a good deal
more to follow before these men Are placed
on a sound basis.

Mr. MONEY (flunbury) [6.01:- This mo-
tion, as worded, applies only to those repatriL-
ated soldiers who are struguling under ad-
verse conditions and must eventually relin-
quish their holdi-tgs owring to the heavy fina-
,cial load they are asked to carry, unless some
permanent relief is given them in the near
futiire. I do not know whether the mover of
the motion intended it to mean what it reads.

M r. Wilson: He did.
Mr. MONEY: I ani wondering how the

mover is rvoing to find out who are the strug-
gling soldiers under this heavy load, without
havinfr a preliminary inquiry to fix the list
that is to go before the select committee.

The subject is a very important one, probably
vital not only to the interests of the re-
turned soldiers but also to the interests
of the State; and I do not know
that it would not be wiser to detete
altogether the condition stated in the
motion, and have a select commttee
to report on the land settlement of
re~patriated soldiers in Western Australia.
It would be better for the reason that if we
pass the motion as it stands en the Notice
Paper, we proclaim to the world that there
are a lot of men who must relinquish their
holdings unless they are given permanent re-
lief. How many of them are in that positioni
It may he that a majority are in that posi-
tion; on the other hand, there may he only one
or two. The motion could be read as it was
desired to be read wherever it was to be used.
Where it was to be used for one purpose,
there would be a tremendous lot in it. On
the other hand, it could be read as though
there were not much in it.

Mr. Wilson: They are doing this in the
Eastern States at the present time. There
are two committees sitting now.

Mr. MONEY: I do not know how the
select committee can make a list of those
who are dissatisfied repatriated soldiers. I
do not see how they can get a list of the
men who must relinquish their holdings under
the circumstances indicated in the motion,
unless a preliminary inquiry be held.

Mr. Wilson: That is what this is for.
Mr. MONEY: I amt only trying to make

the motion more reasonable and workable.
Mr. Wilson: You are not trying to make

it more involved?
Mr. MONEY: I am only trying to make

it satisfactory. I heard the Premier say that
he would submit a list of the amounts written
down. I have no doubt the Premier could
give a list showing vahat has been done on
the whole of these estates.

The Premier: Very little clearing is done
under the department; most of it is done by
the men themselves.

Mr, 'MONEY: The motion would be made
more workable if all the words after

"AIF"were deleted. I move an amend-
ment-

That all the words after ''A.I.F.'', in
line 5, ho struek out.

The motion would then read: ''That a select
committee be appointed to go into all phases
of the land settlement policy in regard to
repatriated soldiers of the AJI.F.''

'Mr. WILSON (Collie-ia reply) [6.4]: 1
do not see the purpose of cutting out the
latter portion of the motion. What is the ob-
ject of it?

The Minister for Mines: It will allow you
to inquire into every phase of soldier settle-
meat.

Mr. Mann: It gives you broader power&.
Mfr. WILSON: I will not accept the

amendment.
Amendment put and negatived.
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Question, -as amended, put and passed.
Ballot taken and a select committee ap-

pointed, consisting of Messrs. Carter, Den-
ton, Corboy, Underwood and the mover (Mr.
Wilson), with power to call persons and
papers, to sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned, and to report on 12th
October.

fLL-BROOME HILL RACECOURhSE.
Returned front the Council without amend-

mient.

BILI.-PUBLTC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMVENT.

Received from the Council and read a first
time.

Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MOTION-RAVENSTHORPE SMELTERS,
PRIVY COUNCIL APPEAL.

Debate resumed from 31st August on the
following motion by Mr. Crboy-

That in the opinion of this House the de-
cision of the Government, as publicly announced, to appeal to thePrv Coni
against the decision of the Hig Court of
Australia in the matter of McNeil and
Bernales versous the Crown is unwarranted,
and should not be proceeded with.

The M[INISTER FOR MINES (Honl. 3.
Seaddan-Albany) [7.35]: 1 first desire to
respectfully ask the House to extend to me
sympathy in my position, for it is my first
effort to deal with a question which is essen-
tially one of law. If, therefore, I make re-
ference to points which might be termed
within thle law, bpt are not quite in accord-
ance with what members may feel is the
actual position, I hope the House will at
least have sympathy with me, remembering
that I bave no knowledge of law. T want to
give the House an understanding of the ques-
tion. To do that I must recite briefly some of
til facts relating to the smelting of ore in
the flavenathorpe district. It will be within
the knowledge of some members that many
years flo, prior to the n-ar, the Governmient,
at the request of those who were operating
oje in the district, obtained a lease of the
Rnvensthorpe smelter. It may be as well
to explain that the Eavensthorpe smelter was
erected by a company that expended some-
thing like £E300,000 and then failed. After
failing, they sold up, and certain persons pur-
chased their interest for a mere song, the
total amount paid being, I fancy, some £3,000.
It w-as then suggested that the Government
might take over the smelter and treat for the
public. The purchasers of the smelter, offered
to 'is for £50,000 what they had obtained for
£ 3,000. We were not buying, but in the
interests of the district, and because the new
company- were not able to operate the smel-

ter, and for the further reason that a number
of smnall mine owners were dependent on the
smelter, we conceived that it would be in the
interests of the State and of the district if
we leased the smelter, which we did. The
condition on which, prior to the war, we
decided to treat, were that we would purchase
the ore at assay values, treat for our cuB-
toiners on a definite basis, fixing in our regu-
lations charges for treatment, and returning
to them the market rate for standard copper
as published from time to time in the "'West
Australitan." The price fixed for the treat-
meut costs was 30s. per ton and 3ts. 6d. per
unit of copper. We had to take all the risk
in regard to losses in treatment and in
realisation, and in order to cover ourselves
we were to retain ay difference between the
prices realised for standard copper and for
electrolytic copper. Also we were to retain
the ore, the result of the surplus metaels. That
was accepted as quite satisfactory by all in
the district, But soon after the war began,
in July of 1915, the department, through the
Minister, was not satisfied that it was in the
best interests of the State to continue the
coonditions which hadl applied when things
were normual; because copper could be no
longer exported, and it was unknown what
the price might be, while the cost of treat-
rueat was sharply rising. There was no over-
sea market for copper, and even if export had
been permitted there was difficulty in ob-
taining shipping. So we notified the ore pro-
ducers that the old conditions would no
longer prevail. As I say, up till then we had
been treating on a basis of 30s. Per ton,
and 39. 6d. per unit of copper. Everybody
knew that prior to thle change actually taking
place the costs had so increased that we could
not continue at those prices without waking
a heavy loss.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What loss did you showl
The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: For the

present I cannot say. However, the Leader of
thle opposition wans then Mfinister for Mines,
.and hie will be able to advise the hon. miem-
ber.

Mr. Corboy: The loss was nearly £113,000,
but the officers assured the then Minister that
it was not £3,000.

The MINISTER POR MINES: Up to
that time loss had accrued on the operations,
,and so the Minister for Mines decided it was
not desirable to treat on the same basis.

Mr. Gorboy: The Minister did not decide
that. Read the file.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon
member will have an opportunity to put me
right when he replies. In July, 1915, a new
regulation was made. It was the intention
of the Minister for Mines that from that date
we should continue to treat ore in the Rav-
ensthorpe district on the basis that we would
return the full result of realisation, and
charge our customers with the actual cost of
operations; that is to say, neither profit nor
loss to be made by the department.

Honl. P. Coldier: That was the attitude I
adopted all through the piece.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
As I explained just now, when at the outset
the Minister decided to treat Ravenathorpe
ore for all parties, he did it on the basis of
purchasing at assay values selling at the
prices published in the "'West Ausrtalian'
and retaining to himself the difference be-
tween realisation on standard copper and on
electrolytic copper, and retaining also the stir.
plus metals. Alter the declaration of war,
when the cast of treatment rose sharply in
consequence of the increased cost of all com-
modities, a loss accrued. It does not matter
now whether the loss was small or great, or
whether the Minister knew the actual loss.
New regulations were, promulgated, and were
approved by the Minister. I the hon. mem-
ber suggests that the Minister did not agree
to that change-

Mr. Corboy- He did agree, and wanted to
do what you say, but the officers did not back
him up.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: I want
hon.' members to understand that when the
change took place it was very violent.
Previously the treatment charges had been
fixed at 8s.im per tan, and 3m. 6d. per unit
of copper, and there was accruing to the
department the difference in the prices of
standard and of electrolytic capper, and nll
the base metals. When the change took
place there was a distinct understanding is
the mninds of the Mintister and of the
customers of the smelters that the change
we-s brought about in order ta return te
them the full realisation of the treatment
of their ore without loss either to them or
to the department. That is evidenced by
the fact that from that date until this dis-
pute arose, the difference in the price ob-
tained for standard and electrolytic copper
was returned to the customer as well am all
the value of the surplus metals.

Mr. Corboy: The difference in the price
was-

The ItflNISTER FOR MINES: Certainly.
The hoe, member, therefore, cannot deny
that if such were done and we still adhered
to the pt-s-war price of 30s. per ten for
treatment, the department was doing not
only a foolish but an insane thing.

Mr. Corbey: It did.
The AffNISTER FOR MINES: It did not.

If the department were giving up what they
were previously retaining to make good
any difference between the cost of treat-
ment and the price of standard and electro-
lytic copper, retaining nothing at all, it
would have been an insane thing. In the
Mines Department as well as in the mind
of the Minister was a desire to continue to
treat and to give customers the result of
the operations, without loss or gain to the
department. That went on for a period.
Then a number of campaigns were con-
'meted, and it is suggested now that the
customers in Raveusthorpe had no know-
ledge that it was intended to levy against
them the total cost of treatment. To state

that is to say something that was aot in
the mind of any single individual.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, it was.
The MINISTER FOR MANES: I know of

aty own knowledge that at the outset of this
action when the parties were approaching
the Government, they tiad pinned their
faith to obtaining damages because of what
they termed undue casts in treatment.

Mr. Corboy : It is a question of
inefficiency.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- They
submitted their claim on the basis that the
manager had failed to produce economi-
cally, that he had allowed the cost to go uip
to such an extent that they could claim
against him for wilful wste.

Mr. Corboy: Was not that the cost of
realisation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, That
was their first claim. As proof of this we
offered to allow the matter to be submitted
to arbitration by any siuelting manger or
authority in Australia appointed by the
petitioners. The basis was that the smelt-
ing had been done wastefully. I kuow of
this because I had something to do with it.

Mr. Cot-boy: I shall read the whole of the
correspondence when you have finished and
we shall see whether you are right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the bon.
member takes the files of the Crown Law
Department, he will find that we were
negotiating with the parties on that basis.
We wanted to get a decision as to whether
wasteful methods had been adopted in the
smelting. There was only one authority to,
decide that, namely a inan with a know-
]edge of smelting practice under the ion.
ditianis prevailing. We offered to decide
the question by such an authority.

Mr. Corboy: Give the details of your
offer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall not
read any details.

Mir. (Jorboy: Of course not.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. member

must not interrupt.
The MINISTER FOR M AINES: I amn stat-

ing what I know actually happened. The
matter was submitted to me as Minister
and I decided that, if it were shown the
department had been wasteful in their
methods and that the customers had lost in
consequence, we should suffer damages.
There was only one way of doing it. No
Court could decide that. It could be de-
cided only by a smelting authority going
into the whole question as to whether waste.
ful methods had been adopted. The peti-
tioners shifted their ground eveetunlly. The
papers were asked for and supplied. The
whole of the papers were supplied, even
those which in ordinary commercial practice
would have been withheld, namely the ex-
pressions of opinion between the manager
and the directors as to the course to he
adopted. 'Whatever might be read into the
correspondence between the manager, Mr.
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Shepherd, and the State Mining Engineer,
it does not alter the fact that daring the
whole of the period up to the time action
was taken in the court, the people had been
supplied not only with a voucher setting out
the preliminary advances but with balance
sheets showing how the charges were levied
against them. If the -customers now urge
they were not au-ore that they wsere being
charged for the extra cost of smelting, and
if the balance sheets which were submitted
at their request ean be produced displaying
how the charges were made up, is it a fair
thing to suggest that they were not aware
of this at the outset of the first campaign
after the new regulation was adopted? How
conies it that, if the customers believed they
wvere still going to be charged pee-war costs
for sn-clting-30s. per ton- and had actually
accpted without question the surplus metals
as well is the difference in the prices of
standard and electrolytic copper, they did
not accept the Voucher but asked for a bal-
ance-sheet? Why did they want a balance
sheet -if they wvere going to be charged on the
basis of 30s. per ton for treatment? The
whlole thing is absurd. An action was
brought in the court and the claim wvas
tu~rned from one of wasteful methods of
treatment and loss to the customers to one
of fraud. The whole business has been so
permeated with the idea that fraud existed
in the department that the courts, in our
belief, have given more credence to the
question of fraud than to the actual facts
of the ease. So strong was the evidence
that when the Pull Court heard the appeal
they levied only one-third of the costs for
the trial. They did not prove that there
had been fraud.

Mr. Corboy: The Judges stated so in their
judgments.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
care about that. They stated other things
as well.

Hon. XV. C. Angwvin: Judges are not al-
ways correct.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course
not. If this Parliament is going to adopt
the attitude suggested by the member for
Vilgarn (Mr. Corboy), it means that we, as
laymen, are going to place ourselves in the
position of the judiciary. We are going
to decide matter-s which are essentially mat-
ter., for the courts. Thus we would be in-
terfering with the courts of justice, which is
quite an undesirable thing to do. Arising
out of this case is a matter which may in-
volve the taxpayers in very heavy damages.
I have no feelings in the matter, but I do
desire that the easqe should be decided on its
merits. The question of law is one for the
Crown Lawv Department and the department
has considered it. I am in a position of
trust and T would not be justified in taking
any course of action which would involve
the taxpayers in damages amounting to any-
thing up to £80,000 so long as; there is a
court of law to decide the issue. Neither
has any member of this House a right to take

such action, not even in the interests of his
own electors.

Mr. Machalum Smith: Did not the acting.
Premier agree?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; but
I do not care if lie dlid.

Mr. Pickering: Juotice is the main issue,
is it not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
there are courts of law to see that justice is
done between individuals as, welt as between
the State and individuals. Parliament is
essentially a body created for the purpose of
making law's. In order to see that the laws
are administered, courts are established,
with judges holding positions for life so that
they shall not be subject to outside influence.
Under the British Constitution there is a
Privy Council to whom any person might
make a final appeal.

Ifr. Lutey: Provided lie has the financial
weans to get there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That does
not enter into the present ease at the moment.
If it is argued that we have no right to go
to the Privy Council because a judge of our
own court as well as the Full Court of Austra-
ia. decided agninet us, I need only urge the

case of the poivellising agreement where ex-
actly the same thing applied. In that case
we went to the Privy Council and the Privy
Council ruled against both the other courts.
Do members consider that the Government,
strongly advised as they are hy the Crown
Law authorities, and supported by the best
of outside advice, should take the respon-
sibility of ignoring that advice and disre-
garding the points of law involved and hand
over £80,000 of the taxpayers' money?

Mr. Corboy: The Crown Law advice was
so good that you have had to amend the
appeal.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I thought
the bon. member would come to that. Ho is
so well informed of the position that he has
been supplied by Sir Walter James with the
terms of the application.

Mr. Corboy: I. have not seen Sir Walter
James.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It could
only have come through hint

Mr. Corboy: It did not.
The MINISTER FOR MINES, The hon.

member has been supplied with a copy of the
terms of the application. An ex parte ap-
lication to the Privy Council does not require
us to submit details of the application to
the other side, but in order to be absolutely
fair and just, the terms of the proposed ap-
plication to the Privy Council were submitted
to our opponents to enable them to under-
stand our position thoroughly.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Do you know that there
is a defect in the avplication?

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
wvhat the other side claim to be a defect.
In ex parte applications it is not the practice
to infornm the other side, but in order to be
fair and above hoard, we adopted this un-
usual course. All that is necessary in an,
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application for leave to appeal to the Privy
Council is to state the facts to enable the
Privy Council Committee to decide on the
statement of facts. The Privy Council Com-
mittee will not stand any humbug. If there is
any humbug, so soon as the terms are mnade
known to the other party, they can ask for the
application to be revoked with costs against
the applicant. There was no purpose in sub-
muitting other than what we desired the Privy
Council Committee to consider. The motion
as moved by the member for Yilgarn, if
carried, would have the effect of withdrawing
our application for leave to appeal which
costs the Government practically nothing and
cosits our opponents nothing at all. Our ap-
plication only permits the facts to he estab-
lished before the Privy Council Committee,
and the Comimittee decide whether there are
grounds for appealing against the decision
of the Full Court. If it is decided that there
is ground for appeal the hon. member himself
will admit we have adopted the right course
iii asking leave to appeal. If the Privy Coun-
cii decido against us we have to take the
position ais we find it and disgorge anything
up to £80,000 of the taxpayer's money. 1 do
not tinik it can he suggested that the House
should take any action that would prevent an
appeal going forward and absolutely tie the
hands of the Government. The hon. member
knows that so long as the ease is open the
Government can negootiate with the other
side for a settlement. If our book is closed,
by the adoption of this motion, we can no
longer negotiate with these people. We shall
be faced with the position of having to settle
to the last penny on the decision arrived at
by the court, irrespective of whether or not
it is just in the interests of the general tax-
payer that we should do so. I do not think
any bon. member would desire that. What-
ever may be the merits of the case up to this
point no damat-e has been done to anyone.
There is an Opportunity in the interim~ of
negotiations proceedin ig, end of the matter
being settled on a basis which will not only-
be Just to the other side, but also to the
general taxpayer.

31r. 0 Loghien; Have you negotiated?

'The 'MITlTER FOR INES; We have
been nego tiating. Tf the opsponents to the
general taravers can induce this Reuse to
agree to the motion, knowing the possibility
ol- such aL course 11eing adopted, they will not
negotiate to any final conclusion. They have
not come along with that frankness which is
desirable if necoftiations are to be proceeded
with to a final issue.

Mr. Stubl's: Would arbitration be cheaper?

The NIS%'TER FOR MNINES;: Arbitra-
tion was offered when it was first submitted
that daniaqes were being claimed arninst the
Government because of wasteful treatment.

Mr. Corho v: The Mfinister refuses to sup-
ply the details of the offer.

The MINI'%TSTER FOR M1INES; The hon.
memiber knows them.

Mr. Corboy; The House does not know
them.

The 'MIN[STER? FOR MINES; The House
can get theni if it wants them. I am not
trying to establish the ease for the Govern-
ment, or to belittle the ease of our opponents.
We should not set ourselves up as a court of
appeal upoit an action which must be decided
on points of law by courts. established for
that purpose. If the motion is carried we can
neither negotiate for a settlement on any
other ternis than these decided by the court,
nor proceed to an appeal.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin; Has the State made
any profit out of the business?

The '\ I[N ISTER FOR MNINEtS: The State
has; made a loss, and it is desired to make
the loss a greater one. The smelters were
established] for the benefit of the district and
for that alone, as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion knows. It was not intended that the
State should benefit by the operations of the
sn'eltcrs at Ravensthorpe. Whether the man-
ageient has been perfect or not, whether it
has failed in one direction or another, does
not matter for the moment. When the nego-
1intions between the manavter and the State
ilining Engineer were discovered, and the

idea got about that fraud was attempted,
our opponents shifted their ground from the
question of mismanagement to one of fraud,
and claimed damages. on that basis. Ther
High Court consisting of Sir Adrian Knox,
Mfr. Justice Isaacs, and Mr. In stie Starke,
said, in the course Of their judgment-

The petitioners launched a charge of
fraud which, though established, is irrele-
vant to the question to he decided. The
question of fraud which ha-s occupied by
far the greater portion of the tine and has
involved the greatest extent of this litiga%-
tion. is entirely neuligible from a legal
standpoint. At the same time it eannot
now be entirely ignored.
'Mr. Corboy; They say it is negligible, be-

cause you are appealing under the Crown
Suits Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES; The hon.
member is new introducing a side issue.
There wore certain points of law which are
set down in our statute. One of the laws on
the statute book is that certain things under
the Crown Suits Act cannot be dealt with by
the court, It is not a questiorn of whether
we are clainiina under the Crown Suits Act
or not. Our petitioners hare alwayF been able
to claim uinder petition of right. What is the
rise of talking about the Crown Suits Act! A
claim can he made uinder a Petition of right
-it any time. A different procedure had to be
adented.

M.Nr. Corboy; You are not giving the real
reas.ons concerning the charge of fraud.

'.%r. SPEAKER; Order! The bon. mem-
ber will have the riett of reply.

The MiENISTERl FOR MITNES; If it is
desi red that the interests of the taxrpayers
shell be coaselrveiL as well as those of the
i-etitioners, this motion should be defeated.
An application for leave to appeal is ea-
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tirely different from an actual appeal. Ne-
gotiations can proceed even after such an ap-
plication has been made, and perhaps a satis-
factory conclusion may be arrived at. Under
the regulations of February, 1914, the Gov-
ernment are the purchasers of the ore. I will
read an extract-

The Government was a purchaser of the
ores on assay value at the London market
price of standard copper, less 30s. per ton
of ore (a flat rate) and 39. 6d. per unit of
copper and six per cent, of gold, onl a
sliding scale in respect of each parcel of
ore purchased.

There are two classes of ore coming forward,
one of which is practically only copper, and
the other containing copper and gold. Later
en in alteration was made by which after
an advance was given on the basis of the then
recognised price of copper, namely, £.56 per
ton, the balance was pooled. It would have
been unfair to have paid the full value of
the gold contents, namely, £4 per standard
ounce, to those to whom, advaaces had
been made and that they should also have
taken part in the distribution of the balance
under the pooling system. While we were ad-
vancing izgainst the ore on the basis of about
£56 per ton of copper, and were charging
30s, per ton for treatment, the value of cop-
per went up to £138. We returned the full
value of the £138, less the cost of realisation
and less the increased cost of treatnment, and
the differencee between standard and electro-
lytic copper, as well as Elhe value of the other
metals. It will thus be understood that it
would have been totally unfair that thle
Government, who wiere conducting the busi-
ness in the interests of the district, should
continue to charge only 30s. per ton for
treatment n-hen thle value of copper had
gone up and the cost of recovery had in-
creased beyond pre-war prices. Although to
a certain extent we remained purchasers of
the ore we said, ''We will purchase your ore
and make advances to you, on the prices pub-
lished in the 'West Australian,' but we will
make no profits and merely act as your
agents. Whatever is eventually realised will
go to you less the cost of treatmecnt'' The
evidence given by men who were partly in-
terested iii the final settlement, such as Mr.
Reynolds, and two others, was definite, to the
extent that in their minds there was no other
idea than that they would be charged with
the total cost to the Government, and that
they would get thle futll realisation of the
treatment less the charges. Mr. A. Dunstan,
the local manager at Raveusthorpe for Mr.
Neil McNeil and Mr. de Bernales, was one of
a deputation which waited upon the then
Minister, Mr. Hudson. This deputation ap-
proached the Minister on the subject of the
charges. They required to know whether
something could not be done to reduce them.
Why were they interested in the reduction of
the charges if these were not to be debited
against them? An association was formed
at Ravensthorpe for the purpose of finding
some means of reducing the cost of treat-

meat at the smelters, this cost being debited
against them. When they had received an
interim advance, and a balance sheet allow-
ing how the charges were made up and setting
forth what was due to them, they woke up
to the fact that the Government acre eiarg-
ing more than 30s. per ton for treatment at
the smelters. There can be no doubt as to
what was in the minds of the Government
and what their intentions were. At the time
w'hen the first vouchers for the first cam-
paign were issued, Mr. R. T. Robinson, who
was Minister then, gave an interview to the
"West Australian'" and the ''Kalgoorlie
Minler,'' wherein he distinctly stated that
the charges then being levied for the purpose
of making advances on the basis of the then
quoted price for copper were only interim
charges, and that the balance would be
levied upon final adjustments. This was
commnon knowledge, and the publications w~ere
produced in court. The issue has largely been
cramped into the idea that there has been
fraud, and on that basis the courts have
given judgment. Even the judges of the
High Court drew attention to the fact that
almost the whole time had been taken tip in
discussing the question of fraud. The Crown
Law authorities are of opinion that if some
judicial mind, which was not so directly in-
terested in looking into the question of fraud,
was brought to bcar upon the matter, the
question of fr-aud would not eater into it to
the extent hitherto suggested. Tf the com-
mittee of the Privy Council, on the appli-
cation for leave to appeal, decide aganst
the State, the matter is at an end. If it is
decided there is sufficient to warrant the Gov-
ernment in applying to the Privy Council, and
the Privy Council hears the case, And the
question of fraud is removed from the case,
the member for Yilgarn will surely admit
that we have taken the right course. I do
not wont anyone to be robbed, whether by
the Government or apy other party, but I do
not wvant to be a, party to any action which
will cause the Plate to disgorge a large suim
of money to individuals who must know ibat,
thcy have obtained' every penny to which they
are entitled.

Mr. Stubbs: Do you believe they have?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do, and

the court mssoa, too.
Mr. Corboy: No, it does not.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: On the

charge of fraud, Mr. Justice Isaacs, in the
course of his judgment, said--

One thing is certain, that neither Mr.
Shepherd nor Mr. Montgomery had any
intention to deprive the petitioners of a
single penny to which, in the judgment
of those officers, they were entitled.

Not a single pennyl Further, in view of
the fact that the then Minister for Mines
had published in the newspaper circulating
in the district a definite statement put up by
him to those gentlemen, that they would be
charged the actual cost of treatment and
realisation, there never could have been the
slightest intention on the part of any of
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the officials: to defraud. Whatever methods
were eventually, arrived at for the purpose
of settling the claim, fraud could never have
been introduced, for the reason that thle
Government did niot at anly time make a
single penny out of the transaction, but, in
the interests of the district, lost a good deal
over it. If it could be shown that the Gov-
emninent had obtained from any customer
of the State smelter a peony to which they
are not justly entitled, or even if it could
be shown that the Government had made
any profit out of any customer of the State
smelter, then it might justly be said that
the Governumcnt ought to disgorge. The
tact, however, is that the Government madle
a loss. 'We did niot, as the Leader of the
Opposition well knows, go to Eavensthorpe
to make money by means Of a smelter. We
carried on at a loss for years in order to
assist the industry there. The Government
having made a loss, is it a fair thing that
because of correspon~ence between the
manager of the smelter and the State
Mfining 'Engineer, correspondencee which wag
not acted upon at all, the petitioners should
establish a case of fraud against the Gov-
ernment, and should thereupon require the
taxpayers of this State to pay them £80,000
more?

1%fr. Corboy : That correspondence was
acted upon.

Tile MINISTER FOR M1INES:, It was not,
Mr. Corboy: The point is immaterial, any-

how.
The 'MINISTER FOR MKINES:- The pre-

limnary voucher, upon wnich the advances
were made before a final settlement could
take place, showed a charge of 30s.

Mr. Corboy: Thu realisatioa. charge was
beosted in the correspondence.

The 'MINISTER FOR IfNES: I have
here a notice which was posted at Ravensa-
thorpe by the, manager of the smelter, nd
which reads as follows:-

The State -Minling Engineer has wired
instructions to furnish your association
with detailed balance sheet results of the
third smelting campaign, which ended in
June, 1916. I have pleasure in enclosing
them herewith, and should the members
of your association be desirous of further
information re same, both the accountant
and myself will be pleased to meet the
association and give them such informa-
tion as is available. (Sgd.) Richard
Shepherd, 'Manager State SmeltingNWorks.

And here is the balance sheet, which ftp.
pears on page 234 of the exhibits in thle
appeal book.

Mr. J1. Thomson : What is the use of
bringing all that up now? The judges have
decided against it,

The -MINISTER FOR MINES:, They
have not done anything of the sort. They,
have mnerely given special attention to the
charge of' fraud. The Government are
interested from this point of view, that we
are not entitled to take from any person,

be ho a customer of the State smelter or
an)ything else, what is not our just due, and
that, on the other hand, no individual is
eatitled to take from the taxpayers £80,000
or any other sum of money unless he is en-
titled to it. The petitioners claim that the
Government had no right to charge them
more than 30s. per ton. We have provided
thle petitioners with a balance sheet show-
ing distinctly how the charge was made up,
including the extra, cost of smelting above
the 30s. jier ton. The petitioners raised no
objection; they accepted that balance sheet.

Ar. Stubbs: Three judges have said that
wrong charges were made and covered up
by officers of the 'Mines Department.

The 'MiNISTER FOR IMNES: That is
the point in connection with which the
charge of fraud was raised.

Mr. Corbo7 : What is the average realisa-
tiun cost per unitI

Thle 'MINISTER FOR IfiNES: The aver:
age realisatiou was 25.735s. per unit of
copper from that campaign. The cost of
realisation does niot matter.

Mfr. Corhoy: It fines matter; it is just the
poinit ini this ease.

Tile MINISTER FOR MINES: That bal-
ance sheet was in tie possession of the
petitioners. There was nothing hidden at
all. The cost of smnelting in excess of the
30s.-although the 30s, is not mentioned-
is shown in that balance sheet. All of themn
accepted the balance sheet until M%1r.
D)unstan camie along in the interests of
McNeil and do Bernales9 and said the Gov-
ernment ought not to charge inure than 30s.
per ton. Because of a certain feeling in the
minds of lion, members with regard to
correspondence which took place between
the smelter manager and the State Mfining
Engineer, surely they are not going to
mulct the taxpayers of the State in a
penalty of £80,000 I

Mr. Corboy- That is not the point.
The -MINISTER FOR MINES:. The hon.

member's course of action could Only have
that cud.

Mr. J. Thomnson: 'You know very well that
the amount is not £80,000, I told you the
other day-

Mfr. ISPEAKER: Order?
Mr. Corboy: You know that the £80,000

includes somnething else.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: Let me

put it another way, and say, "AnLything up
to £80,000."1

M1r. JT. Thomson: It will be £90,000 yet.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: T -want

lion. menmbers to get out of their mninds any
feeling which exists onl that point, If the
Glovernment have to p)ay anything on account
of wrong-doing of any members of the Pub-
lic Service, they will call those public ser-
vanits to account.

'Mr. Pickering: But those public servants
cannot pay it.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
not going to mulct the taxpayers of this
Sate in t£90,000 because some public servants

bave done wrong. I challenge contradiction
when I say that Me-Neil and do Bernales have
received every penny they are entitled to -re-
ceive from the State smelter.-

Mr. Stubhs, In accordance with the regu-
lations?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Here is the
regulation-

26. The marketable products of smelting
of any ore or metal-bearing material pre-
sented to the smelting works for puirchase
will be sold by the M1inister at his dis-
cretion as opportunity offer;, and any bal-
aknces remaining from the sale of such
products after payment of all the expenses
incurred by the Government on account of
the purchase, receiving, and treatment of
such ore or material, and the shipment and
selling of the products therefrom, inclusive
of interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per
annumn calculated from day to day from the
time of payment of such expenses up to the
date of the final Payment of the balances
to the sellers, will be paid, in final com-
pletion of the purchase of such ore or
material, to the sellers thereof in propor-
tion to the percentages which the values
of the separate lots form of the total value
of all the lots smelted from which the afore-
said products have been derived, calculat-
ing such values on the prices assumed as
above for the purpose of making advances.

The amount of the advances was on the
basis of £50 per ton of standard copper, S0s.
per oz. of fine gold, and 2s. per oz. of fine
sil ver.

Mr. 3. Thomson: Downing rend that to the
judges.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I1 am -not
trying to convince members of this House
as if they were a jury. I am not dealing with
the merits of the ease at all. I am trying to
convince the House that any other course of
action. than that of permitting this applica-
tion for leave to appeal, if the bon. member
knows the distinction-

Mr. S,. Thomson: I know it.
The M1INISTER FOR MINES: Any other

course will mean allowing the petitioners to
go to the Privy Council, while the Government
of this State withhold their ease from the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council,
who will decide on an ox porte application.
One cannot possibly negotiate with the other
side while the pet itionekrS have, according to
what one hears at street corners, a great prob-
ability of Parliament preventing the appeal
from going forivard.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: I hope the House will
have more sense.

Thu 'MINISTER FOR MINES: The motion
practically asks the House to tie the hands
of the Government in the matter of this
appeal. There is no use our going to our
opponents with proposals for a settlement
if this motion is carried. Sarely nobody
would adopt a course of action which will

place the Government in such a position. I
am sure the member foi Yilgarn (Mr. Cor-
boy) would be the last' to do such a thing.
As to the question of fraud, we need not
worry ourselves at this stage. As to the
question of the methods of the departmental
officers, those Officers Will answer for them at
the proper time; but no man has a right to
be called guilty until he has been charged,
and has been heard in his own defence.

Mir. Corboy: Their methods are highly
doubtful, whichever way the verdict goes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If any
questionable p~ractices have been adopted. by
the departmental officers, those officers will
have to answer for them. They understand
that quite well. As a -matter of fact, Mr.
Mlontgomery was presented with that position
when the negotiations began, and when it was
suggested that the Government might com-
promise, Mr. Montgomery, notwithstanding
how the matter might affect him, declined to
give his approval to the Government making
a compromise by the payment of a single
penny, for the reason, presumably, as stated.
by Mr. Justice Isaacs, that there is not the
slightest doubt in the mind of anybody who
has looked into the matter that Mr. Mont-
gomery had not the least intention of de-
frauding anyone.

Mr. J1. Thomson: Nobody thinks it.
The MINISTER FOR MvIINES. Hon. mem-

hers are urging it as a reason for not going
Onl with this appeal.

Mr. J. Thomson: No.
Mr. Corboy: Will you continue the quota-

tions from the judgment?
The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I have not

got it.
Mr. Corboy: 'Very well: I will do so later.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not

completely briefed.
Mr. Corbey: That is not fair. You should

be completely briefed.
The MINISTER FOR MI1NES: I am not

going to be briefed in this matter.
Mr. Corboy: You should be..
The MINISTEBR FOR MINES: It is not

a matter regarding which I geiould be briefed.
I will inot dTeal with it in all its bsariags
fron ta legal standpoint; I could not do it.
I am dealing wvith it front the standpoint of
equity. It would be very easy for me to
arrange the matter by paying the amount
and spreading the payment over a number of
years, thus see tring a little peace from those
who now criticise. I will not pursue that
easy line of action. Are we to pay officials
of the Crown Law Department high salaries
for their advice and then deliberately neglect
to follow their recommendations, which leave
no room for doubt as to their opinion of the
legal position?

Mr. J, Thomson: 'What did the judges say
about it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What did
they say in the powelhising ease?

'Mr. J. Thomson: That was the only in-
stance.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Evert
though it Feo the only ease, that appeal went
against the judges of the High Court.

Ron. P. Collier: What about the three
eases Ryan took to the Privy Council and
wonI

Mr. J. Thomson: But he was a lawyer.
The MTNISTER FOR MINES: It should

not influence the House in the slightest de-
gree to what extent the Government go to
prove their claims, if the Government be-
liere they are entitled to take this action. An
appeal to the Privy Council is open to the
individual, just as it is open to the State.
We have no right to give up the case when
our legal advisers definitely recommend that
we should pursue the course suggested. The
application that the member for Yilgamn seeks
to r reveut, is merely one for leave to appeal.
The application does not put the petitioners
to any expense whatever, and it will mean
comparatively little expense to the Govern-
ment. It will enable the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council, however, to look into
the case andi say whether it is right that there
should be an appeal.

Mr. J1. Thomson: There has beent an ap-
peal.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What the
member for Claremont has not heard in the
Wes.t Australian Club is not worth hearing
about this case!1 This apitonis for
leave to appeal, and it will enable the Privy
Council to form an impartial judgment as to
whether there is just ground for an appeal-
Would the member for Claremont adopt any
other course than that suggestedY

Mr. J1. Thomson: 'Yes.
Thle 'MINISTER FOR MINES: Although

it costs the petitioners nothing?
Mr. Corboy: I~t costs a lot indirectly.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: In order

to be perfectly fair to the other party, we
surlylied thleni wvith at copy of the ease we
intended to submit to the Privy Council.
There was no need to do that, but we did so
in order to be fair and just to the petition-
ers, and I suppose they may have gone to
acme expense to deal witht the case.

Mr. Corboy: I was not referring to that
aspect, but to the people whose position rests
on thi decision.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Rouse
should consider carefully thle position
between the Government and the petition-
ers and also the interests of the general
taxpaye rs, and decide whether they will
take a Course that will prevent the Govern-
meat's intentions being carried out. If the
motion be carried, the hands of the Govern-
ment will be tied and we will not be able to
do anything.-

Mr. Pickering: You would not permit
that, even if -me carried the motion.

The MI'STER FOR MINES: I do not
know about that.

Mr. Stubbs: We have Constitutional Gov-
ernitent.

The MINI[STER FOR MINES: The House
should understand that if it is decided that

the appeal shall be withdrawn, it will be with-
drawn. Cabinet, of course, would have to
decide, hut I do not think wve would accept
a responsibility that no longer would rest
with us, in view of the decision of the House.
The Crown Law officials advise this course
and in view of the fact that we have previously
obtained a decision from the Privy Council
against the H~igh Court of Australia-and I
suppose we shall do so again-we should pro-
ceed with the application for leave to appeal,
rather than take the responsibility of hand-
ing over £80,000 of the general taxpayer's
money to these people.

Mr, J. Thomson: Why say £80,000 all the
time?

Xr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Claremont must cease interrupting.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
said that it may mean anything up. to
£80,000. We do not know what it will be;
it may be more. The fact remains that it
will be up to £E80,000 of the taxpayers'
money, for which they have got nothing.

The Minister for Works : They never
wanted anything.

The MIWNISTER FOR MINES: TMore than
that, it will mean "80,000 plus what wvas lost
on carrying on operations for a section of
the community in the district affected, and
the rest of the taxpayers have already paid
that difference between the amount the pro-
duct realised and] the cost of the renlisation.

Mr. J. Thomson: ])id von not have a con-
ference the other day?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
there will be no finality to these conferences
unless this mnotion be defeated. The parties
will go on in the hope that finally the House
will carry the motion, the application for
leave to appeal will be withdrawn, and the
petitioners can claim the money. I hope
they will be disappointed. I n-ill not
deal with the, matter any further, although
I have evidence before me frein interested
parties, who, if this claim were allowed,
would reap the benefit, because they have
claims as well; yet they were courageous
enough to go into court and say what they
believed, and what everyone else in the dis-
trict believed too, namely, that we were not
to make profits nor yet losses and that they
had been treated on that basis. The member
for Yilgarn said that there wras some money
held in suspense that should be distributed.

Mr. Corboy: No, I did not say that. I
asked the Premnier lnst Session what the
amount was and he refused to supply the
ifigures.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will sup-
ply them. The operations of the State
smelters commenced during 1914, the pay-
ments to sellers of ore and working expenses
being a charge to the General Loan Fund
under which a vote was pranted by Parlis-
meaL. Subsequently, Provisions were made
under the Sale of Government Property
Trust; then a suspense account was opened
ia the Treasury books and that is still being
operated upon. The expenditure trsasac-
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tions were as follows, leaving out the shl-
lings and pence:-1914-15, General Loan
Fund, £68,435; 1915-16, General Loan Fund,
£69,029; 1916-17, Sale of Government Pro-
perty Trust, £91,877; 1917-18, Sale of Gov-
ernment Property Trust, £79,774; 1918-19
to 1920-21, Suspense account in Treasury
books, £66,878, making a total of £375,9396.
That was the amount found by the Govern-
ment, from these several accounts. The
total amount received on account of the sale
of metals and credited in the Treasury books
lip to the 30th June, 1921, was £2346,038,
the details of the credits being:-r Snle of
'Government Property Trust, £193,470;
amount transferred to revenue account, in-
terest on advances and cash expenditure,
also final payments on the third and fourth
campaigns, included in the expenditure fig-
ures 1 have already nioned, £19,393;
smnelter receipts in suspense, £133,173, or a
total of £346,038. Of the £133,173, a stun
-of £36,222 was transferred to the State
Smelter, Eavenstharpe Suspense Account
<Expenditure) in the Treas-ury books for the
carrying on of operations, leaving a balance
at the 30th Tune, 1921, of £96,951 to the
credit of receipts in suspense, which, if not
-required for similar operations, will be sub-
sequently transferred to the Sale of Govern-
-ment Property Trust. The position is that,
to the 30th June, 1921, accordig to the
'Treasury books, the payments to sellers and
'vorking expenses exceed the total receipts
by £29,957, which indicates that all the pro-
-ceds of sale have been disbursed. The
amount in question, namely, £96,951, being
a portion of the receipts I have mentioned
although in suspense, therefore belongs to
the Government.

Mr. Corboy: I cannot understand why
those figures were refused last year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- I do nut
know that they were.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, they were.
The MINISTER FORl MINES: I sup-

pose it may have been because it Was thought
they were wanted in connection with this
ease.

Mr. Corboy: 'What harmn would it have
,done? It would have helped your case, so
-why should they have been refused?

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: It would
mut have helped the case at all. The Guy-
erament ini any legal action are entitled to
adopt the san-c attitude for their own pro-
tection that a private individual can adopt.
'They would not adopt that attitude for the
protection of individuals on the Treasury
beach but in the interests of the general
-taxpayers, whose interests Ministers have to
conserve. We have no right to allow mem-
bers to ask questions to obtain information
to assist our opponents in their claim against
the general taxpayers. If a. Government will
not shoulder the responsibility of such a
line of action, they cannot be relied upon
to give proper consideration to the taxpay-
erc' interesa That may have been the rea-

son for wvithholding the figures last session.
In this case, we have treated ore for cus-
tomers in the Ravensthorpe district and have
paid out large sums on account of that ore
and now we are faced with a furtker claim
for some £80,000 on the ground of fraud
which is said to have arisen out of certai
correspondence between the manager and the
State Mining Engineei. We have not re-
ceived a Eingle penny from those individuals,
and they have received something in excess. of
what they were entitled to from the opera-
tions of the State smelters. Despite this,
we arc not, it is proposed, to be allowed to
take action in the interests of the general
taxpayers ! To our opponents it may seem
hard, but the propor course was that sug-
gested in the earlier stages of the dispute,
namely, to have the question settled by a
proper authority who would take into con-
sideration the conditions arising out of the
war when these transactions5 were made.

Mr. 3. Thomson: Why was that not done?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Because
the lion. member was not Minister for
Mines, Attorney General and Ciown Pro-
seoutor.

Mr. J1. Thomson: I would have saved over
£80,000 had I been Minister for Mines.

The 1NL8TER FOR MINES: Of course
you would. I ask the H-ouse to seriously
consider this motion. If it be carried,
the effect willI be to tie the hands
of the Government, the proteetors of
the general taxpayers, in Ilealing further
with this matter. If it is desired by hon.
memibers that we should get the thing settled
at a price and on terms that w-ill be satis-
factory to the general community, let them
give us the opportunity to do it. But do
not close the door in Our faces.

Mr. Stubbs: Do you desire to settle it
amicably?

The MAINISTER FOR MINES: We do.
Bunt we shall never get any settlement while
motions of this kind come before the House.
If the hoa. member were contending against
the Government and Were anxious to make
a settlement without going to the Privy
Council, and if somebody else came along
with a motion to disallow application for
leave to appeal, would the hon. member,
while the motion was being considered,
agree to make any final arrangements with
us? Of course he would not, for the motion
would give him two strings to his bow; if
it were carried he could get all that he was
asking for. There can be no earnestness in
any conference called to negotiate this mat-
ter while the motion remains before the
Hfouse. We are merely taking a course
available to all other litigants, and r want
the House to de-feat the motion so that we
may proceed to negotiate on a fair basis,
with our hands free.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate
adjourned.
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MOTON-NARROGTN.DWARDA
BAILWLAI.

To inquire by select committee.
Debate resumed from 31st August on the

following motion by Mr. Hiekmott:-

1'hat a select committee be appointed
to inquire into the advisability of con-
strocting the Narrogin-flwarda railway,
and that all work en that line be sus-
pended pending report of committee.

Mfr. JOHNSTON (Williams-.Narrogin)
[8.48]: 1 protest against the action of the
Minister in stopping this railway, refusing
to give us any statement about it, and then
forcing me to speak without anY infornmation
as to the Governent's attitude to the
motion.

The Minister for Works: I was going to
give you all information, but you jumped
up and prevented me.

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 did notbinw; of the
sort! This is consistent with the whole
attitude of the Government in this niatter,
that the Minister should force me to speak
when I have not full knowledge.

The Minister for Works: I protest against
this.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mnem-
ber is in order.

Air. JOHNSTON: The Minister is forcing
me to speak first.

M r. O'Loghlen: I will move an am end-
nient, so as to give you another chance.

Mir. JOHNSTON: I thank the bon. menm-
ber for that offer; I gladly accept it. The
member for Pingelly (Mr. Hiekraott) when
moving the motion made out no ease at all
iii opposition to the railway. In the absence
of any indication from the Government as
to their policy on the question, there is very
little for Ine to reply to. Nearly half this
railway runs through the electorate of the
member for Piugelly. During the last two
or three weeks I have been wondering
whether I am not a sort of assistant member
for Pingelly-judging by the number of
communications I have had from the
Piugelly cleetgrate protesting against the
hon. member's action. In the Dwarda dis-
trict is only one road board, the Wandering
Road Board. I have a letter from Mr.
Ernest H. Watts, a member of the Wan-
dering Road Board, who tells me that;
on the 14th August that road board tele-
graphed -.%r. fliekmott as follows-

Settlers here surprised your attitude re-
garding Dwarda-Xarrogin railway. Con-
sider line essential to the interests of the
district. Respectfully ask You withdraw
your motion. From the Wandering Road
Board.
Mr. H3ickmott: I also have had commnuni-

eations from the board, but not asking me
to withdraw the motion.

Mr. JOHNSTON: A lively interest in the
question is being taken in the eastern part
of the electorate also, for I have had core-

munications from the lion, member's elect-
ors at Kondinin and at Yealering Lake, pro-
testing against his action, which may pre-
vent thema getting the benefit of reduced
freights of 19 miles to Perth and 32 miles
to Fremnantle. This railway when extended
to Armadale will bring Fremantle to within
117 miles of Narrogin, as compared with the
1:32 miles between Narrogia and Buribury.

Mr. Money: The last advisory board's re-
port does not show that.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The last advisory board
never saw the district. The government
have admitted that.

Mrfj. Money: The railway people say that
if they had the line they would not use it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not know how the
hon. member got that information. The
information we have had in the House is
entirely different.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a habit of the Rail-
way Department to submit one report here,
and gossip quite different information to
hon. members.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The grade from Narro-
gin to Armadale via flwarda is one in 70.
There is a railway with bad grades through
the timber mills in the Dwellingup district.
That fact was fairly put before Parliament
when the Bill was going through, notwith-
standing which the House approved of the
building of the line. But the member for
Pingelly does not object to the bad grade.
Hle wants the railway to go, not to Narrogin
where we have a butter factory and other
modern farilities to which the settlers of
Wandering desire access; if the railwvay were
extended to Narrogin all those people could
conme to Narrogin and so avoid crossing the
heavy grades on the route through the timber
mills to Pinjarra; the member for Pingelly
wvishes to extend the railway 15 miles in an-
other direction in his own electorate, not to
a town with every requirement of modern
civilisation, as Norrogin has, but to a white
guil tree near a pool. Every man who
travelled on that railway would have to cross
over the bad grades between that white gum
tree and Finjarra. If the bad grades in the
vicinity of the timber mills are detrimental
to the extension of the railway to Nirrogin,
they are doubly detrimental to the extension
in the other direction to the white gum tree,
from which the whole of the traffic will have
to pass over the bad grade.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: I wouldn't worry
about the grade.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not. But that
was the only objection the hon. member
raised to the railway extension to Narro-
gin. The Working Railways strongly re-
commended this line when the Bill was
brought down. Mr. Short, a practical man,
was then Commissioner for Railways. To-
day the Commissioner seems to adopt a dif-
ferent attitude.
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-Mr. Money: There were plenty of funds
then.

Mr. JOHNSTON: There were not. The
Bill was introduced and passed during the
war. At any rate I propose to mention same
of the mass of evidence, professional and ex-
pert, in favour of the Construction of this
railway, which was before the Government og
the day when the railway was authorised. The
imember for Pingelly has admitted that he
bhas never been over the route, which be con-
demns, from Narrogin to Dwarda. 1, who
have lived in the Great Southern for over
20 years, hare been along the route repeat-
edly. I regret the hon. member did not
accept an invitation I extended to him when
bhe gave notice of his niotion, to spend a week
end at Narrogin and motor out to see that
portion of his electorate before lending him-self to this injustice to' a large body of set-
tlers. With my knowledge of the district, I
say advisedly that the railway from Narrogin
to Dwarda. will run through country as good
as is traversed by any other line west of the
Great Southern for a similar distance. The
reports of the Railway Advisory Board in
1911 and further reports 'which the Govern-
ment obtained before introducing the Bill in
1916 all bear out whet I say. The flea. H.
Stewart, .L.C., gives a prize for Sudan
grass grown in the South-East province, and
the prize last year was wron by Mr. Whitford,
-vho. lives in the centre of the district which
the nember for Pingelly condemns.

Mr. Hiekcnitt: How much did he grow?
'Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not know: This

gentleman, however, took the prize against
competitors from the rich areas around Nar-
rogin, Wagia and R~atanning. As an agricul-
tural railway alone, this line has much to
commend it.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: As an agricultural line it
-would pay.

Mr. XOHfNSTON:\. It will pay even better
when linked up with the Great Southern dis-
tricts so that we can effect a saving in haul-
age when obtaining our timber supplies from
Uwellingup. The Minister for Works spedl-
fee that State timber must be used -for all
public works on the Great Southern railway,
but it has all to be hauled fronm Dwelliagup
either by way of Collie or Perth.

'.%r. 'Mann: Do you agree with that?
Mr. JOHNSTON No, but we would save

75 per cent, or more of the freight on our
timber from the Divellingup district if this
connecting line were built. This afternoon
we dealt with the question of returned sol-
dier settlement. Several soldiers are settled
in the Divarda-Narrogin district. Mr. feLarty
has approved of the purchase of properties
between Narrogin and Dwarda as far as 15
or 1S miles from an existing railway. Why
did he do that, notwithstan ding the policy
of the State to settle people not more than
12V2~ miles from a railway?

Mr. 0 'Leghien Why did bel
Mr. J-OHXSTON.\: Because the ronte was.

surveyed and every chain of it pegged,
a survey that cost over £2,000, and because

a Bill for the construction of the line bad
been passed by Parliament in 1915. No
doubt -Mr. _MeLarty thought it was Parlia-
ment's intention to honour that measure. 1
must pay a tribute to the Labour Government
of that day. They did not survey that route
without Parliamentary authority. We are
told that £18,000 has been spent on surveying
a proposed railway between Big Brook and
Denmark without Parliamentary authority.

Hon. P. Collier: We w'ere careful to get
Parliamentary authority for every one of
them.

Mr. JOHNSTON: A special Bill was passed
before the Narrogin-Dwarda route was sur-
veyed and it was followed by a measure au-
thorising the construction of the railway.

Elon, P. Collier:. The Mlinister for Werks
is running amok spending money without
Parliamentary authority.

The Premier: It was authorised.
Mr. JOHNSTON: No. In some of the

Eastern wheat districts great anxiety exists
owring to lack of rain, but in the district be-
tween Narrogin and Dwarda the country is
like a garden. It is a well-watered and safe
part of the State, where settlers can make good
money and live without the anxiety which so
many of our friends in the Eastern wheat
belt unfortunately experience. Returned sol-
diers went out into this district and saw the
survey pegs. Seine of them made inquiries
from me and from officials of the Lands De-
partirent. Any resident of the district would
have told them, as I did, that the railway had
been authorised, and that never in Western
Australia had a railway authorisatien Bill
hvii repudiated..

Mr. Hiekynett: What returned soldiers are
you referring to? Those on the Noombling
estate?

M1r. JOHNSTON: No, on the route of the
proposed line.

Mr. Hiekmott: Fifteen or 10 of them.
Mr' JOHNSTON: I think there are more;

but if there were only one soldier instead
of 15 or 18 as the mnember for Pingelly
admits, the House should keep faith and
construct the railway, particularly if it can
be shown that from a national as welt as a
local point of view, it is part of a big scheme
of rainay development. The Railway Ad-
visory Board spent weeks if not months in the
Great Southern districts. They carefully in-
spected every part beforo submitting their
reports. Their inspection was not like the
inspection made in M~arch, 1921, when four
gentlemen blew into the district, if I may
so express it, in motor cars and never in-
spected the section between Narrogia and
Dwarda. They suggested a line which may
tiara been intended as a spur line; T think it
was. If they did not mean it to be a spur
line, it should not be permitted to interfere
with a. carefully considered scheme of rail-
way development prepared by the original
Advisory Board, who recommended the whole
of' the railwnvs 'which have heen constructed
east of the Great Southern line within the
last eight or ten years.
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The Premier: I think their line was; a bit
further north.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is not so. I have
the Advisory Board's report, dated the 13th
July, 1911. it bears the signatures of my
late father (Mr. H. F. Johnston), then Sur-
veyor General, as acting chairman; Mr. John
Amr, late Inspector of engineering Surveys;
Mr. Despeissis and Mr. A. G. Hewby. On
their recommendations were built tile railways
from Tambiellup to Ongerup, east of Kat-
anning to Nyabing, Wagin to IDnnbleyung
and the extensions right through to Lake
Grace, Narrogin to Wickepin, Yilliminning-
Roarlinin, B~rockton - Runjin, Qualvading-
Bruce Rock and the whole of thre great
network of railways throughout the wheat
areas. Tire Premier will concede that the
Rnilway Advisory Board was an efficient
board, who did good work for the Statle.

The Premier: They fixed the routes.
'Mr. JOHNSTON: And they recommended

thre route for the Narrogin-flwardla line.
Mr. Hiecmott: What did they say of it

fron, 14-utile Brook to Narrogin9
Mr. JOHNSTON: If the bon. member

reads the report he will see that the railway
is recommended. The hon. member has had
bis say and should reserve his further re-
marks till the close of the debate. This
report is on the system of proposed connect-
ig railways between the Great Southern and
South-Western lines. Acting under instruc-
tions, the hoard made an inspection of the
country between the South-Western railwvay
and the Great Southern lines lying north of
Einjarra and Narrogin, and reported:-

The objects the board k~pt in view were
(a) To shorten the journey between the
Great Southern railway and Fremantle;
(b) To serve as, far as possible existing
and probable future settlement within the
area. under review; (e) To relieve traffic
on the northern portion of the Great South-
ern railway and provide shorter routes to
a port for the wheat areas lying easterly
from Narrogin and Brookton. A compre-
hensive scheme is, therefore, recommended
which could be carried out in sections as
required, with a view of ultimately con-
necting up the South-Western and Great
Southern railways and serving tine bulk of
thne country between them. After consider-
ing the vairious proposals which have been
put forward by local bodies and careful
inspection of the areas concerned-.-

I exuphasise the hoard's statement that they
carefully inspected the areas concerned. Now
wve are asked to turn down their recommenda-
tion on the advice of a board wiro admitted,
in reply to a question asked by me Inst week,
that they did 'not visit the district between
Narrogin and Uwarda. Settlers living in the
district heard of their visit and asked them
if they were going to inspect the route from
.Narrozin to flwarda, and the reply they re-
ceived was, ''We are not going to do so.
That railway has been authorised by Parlia-
mnt and it is going to be built. Parliament
has authorised it, and it has nothing to do

with us." Subsequently, when the Premier
told nue I could have a copy of the report,
one member of the board made a similar
statement to me. The report continues-

Alter considering the various proposals
which have been put forward by local
bodies and careful inspection of the areas
concerned, we recognised the necessity for
a main trunk line connecting the two prin-
cipal ports of the State (Albany and Fre-
mantle) and recommend the following
schemes.

They mentioned Albany and Fremantle as the
two principal ports and recommender] a main
trunk line of which the Dwarda-Narrogin
line would be the first section in order to save
57 miles of haulage between Albany and Pre-
mantle. We all know what a tremendous
saving that would mean not only to the people
of Narrogin and in thre districts east of Nar-
rogin, but also to the people of Wagin and
the districts south of Wagin right through to
Albany. All the people of the country have
fromt tinme to time to come to the metropolitan
area, and it is essential to the proper devel-
opment of the country that they should be
able to do so by the most direct route.

Mr. Money: Do you propose to use the
port of Fremantle to serve Narrogin?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Of course; it is the
closest to and the natural port of Narrogin
and the districts east of Narrogin. I be-
lieve that every district in Western Aus-
tralia should be given access to its closest
and natural port . I have always stood for
a policy of deentralisation. If we are going
to have effective decentralisation, we must
give the people of Narrogin access by direct
route to the port of Fremantle, just as I
would give the people of Norseman access to
their closest port-Esperanee.

The Minister for Works: Mnndurah is 4&
muiles nearer than Fremnantle is.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If the Minister will
provide at 2Lnndurah the samte facilities we
call enjoy when we get to Fremantle, we shall
be delighited to patronise that port to the
fullest extent. I ask the House not to inter-
fere with a railway which is part of a direct
trunk line to our present natural and closest
pert.

The Premier: It is a very old report.
Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, butl it is the report

of men who knew Western Australia, nhd the
report of men with vision and of standing.
All the railways that have been built of re-
cent Years have been built on the report at
any r ate of some of thege gentlemen. Prof.
Lowrie was a member of the board f or a goad
deal of the time, in conjunction with my late
father, and Mir. 'Muir, these two gentlemen
having been on the advisory board from its
inception. We can get no better information
as to the routes from the Great Southern
railway' to the ports than the information pro-
vided by these gentlemen, who were respon-
sible for the railway routes eominq in from
the east to the Great Southern railway. The
railways they recommended in this report,
and in conjunction with the Narrogin-flwarda
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]ine, numbered three. The first they called
line A, that is from the point which was then
the terminus of the Pinjarra-Ilotham railway,
and has since been taken on 10 or 12 miles to
Dwarda, and from the point where the rail-
way then ended to Narrogin. Although the
Miinister for Works of the day (Ron. W. C.
Angwiu), in a v-cry able speech when intro-
ducing the Bill for the construction of this
railxrsy, put up a mass of good material in
support of it, there was so much to recomn-
mend it that hie did not find it necessarry to
use the valuable and comprehensive report I
have in my hand. Another place, which at
the time, viewed with hostile and critical eyes
anything that came from the Labour Govern-
ment, Ipassed the Bill unanimously, without
asking for the other 0)-Relative evidence
which the Minister could have put before
them.

lion. P. Collier: Do you say our Govern-
ment were suspected in that way?

Air. JOHNSTON: The Upper House ac-
cepted the Bill unanimously. I am going to
rend what the Premier said in its favour, as
-well as something he has said since.

The Premier: I have not said a wo-rd
against it.

Mr. JOHNSTON- No, but the Premier
has stopped the construction of the line. Ac-
tions speak louder than words. Whilst his
words have been honeyed and favourable In
this connection, his action in stopping the
line does not coincide with them.

The Minister for Works: The question of
prudence has to be gone into. No one is
liostile to the line.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It was under construc-
tion before the Premier returned from his
nrenorable trip to the Old Country. The re-
joicings that signalised his return home in
some parts of the State did not extend to
my electorate, nor to the Narrogin-Dwarda
district, any longer than the day on which
lie marked his return by stopping a railway
-which was in progress during his absence.

The Preniier: it will stand inquiry.
Mr. JOHNSTON: The inquiry would be

presided over by a gentleman who has ex-
pressed hostile views concerning the line, al-
though he has not seen the district through
-which it is to run.

The Minister for Works: HEt can be fair.
Mr. JOHNSTON: He can be fair, but

knowing that he would preside over the in-
quiry, if the motion were carried, he should
-not have expressed the opinions he did in
regard to the matter.

lion. P. Collier: He has already made up
his mind; he has to go to the white gum tree.

Mr. J01HNSTON: After he has seen the
district, I believe he will not only recoin-
-mend the line, bunt will apologise to his elec-
tors in that part of his electorate for the
action he took in delaying the work they
'have so mnuch at heart, according to the tele-
gran, from the district road board which has
been forwarded to me, tbe member for an-
other district.

Mr. Mean: I suppose you have every con-
fidence in him?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Not in this matter;
that is why I am opposing the motion. The
board recommend line A, ''an extension of
the Pinjarra-Rotham railway to Narrogin
via the 1 4-mile brook, the section from the
junction to the 14-mile brook, and Hotham
River to Narrogin, about 30 miles, to be
treated as portion of a proposed trunk line.''
The Narrogin-Dwarda Yeclion is portion of
the proposed trunk line. This railway, which
the Premier stopped soon after his return
from England, ''Iwill serve an area of 200,000
aces (shown in pink on the plan), in addi-
tion to the area. already served by existing
and authoried railways'' Under the agree-
inent which has been given to us to-day, I
find we have to receive 75,000 migrants from
the Old Country daring the next five years.
Here are 200,000 acres of land eminently suit-
able for closer settlement in a fertile and
well-watered district, with a railway the con-
struction of which has now been stopped by
the Premier.

The Premier: Is that Crown land?
Mr. JOHNSTON: Most of it has been

selected. On the 11th August last I had the
honour of introducing to the Premier a de-
putation. It was shown then that there was
room for 400 new settlers in the locality if
a judicious system of closer settlement were
ad opted.

Mr. Richardson: Is it unimproved landl
Mr. JOHNSTON: Most of it is not only

occupied but fairly well improved.
Mr. Mlann: Then there is no room for

migrants there.
Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes, for the land ought

to be more closely settled. There is land in
the Wandering district only carrying sheep,
which is eminently suited for dairying and
close settlement. I have beea told it is the
desire of settlers there to go in for dairying
in a large way, if they can -get access to a
butter factory and have the advantages of
connection with the Narrogin district. The
report goes on to say-

in the event of this line being carried
through from Narrogin to Fremantle via
Pinjarra the distance would be Fremantle-
Arm~adale via Jandakot 20 miles, Armadale-
Pinjarra, 31 miles, Pijarra-liotham, 44
miles, proposed extension to Narrogia 47
miles.

Fourteen miles of the 47 miles of railway
have already been built to Dwarda. Only 33
miles are left between Dwarda and Narro
gin. These total up to 142 miles, as against
Narrogin to Fremantle via Spencer's Brook
174 miles.

Mr. Money: What would it be if you
straightened up the line?

,Mr. JOHNSTON: When we get the direct
route via IDwarda. to Albany, the distance
from Narrogin to Fremantle will be only
117 miles. To-day the whole of the traffic
from the richest producing district in West-
era Australia, that is to say the centre of
the Great Southern, from Narrogin to Kat-
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anting, has to go 174 miles to Fremantle.
Mhen we are travelling in the Great South-

era district east or south of Narrogin to
]Fremantle, it must be remembered that we
are travelling .57 miles further than we would
if we had a direct line along the route re-
commended by this bo-ard,2 of which the line
from Karrogin to liwarda is the first section.
It has already been found necessary to dupli-
eate the railway from Fremantle to Northama.
In 1913, when there was a recard crop, the
question of duplicating a farther section of
thle Great Southern railway was under re-
t-jew by the Railway Department. It is only
a mnatter of a few years before the section
of the Great Southern railway from Narrogin
to Spencer's Brook will have to be duplicated
if the increased production is to be success-
fully coped with. Members should not agree
to such a course. We do not desire a dupli-
cation of the railway onl the circuitous route
of 174 miles betwenen Narrogin and Fremantle.
In place of that we ask for the trunk
line recommended in this report, which will
bring Narrogin within a distance of only
117 miles of ]Fremantle, a saving of 57
miles. The importance of this to the whole of
our producers, particularly in these days of
high freights, cannot be over-estimated. The
construction of this 33 miles of railway from
Narrogin to Dwarda will save 32 miles in the.
eisting distance to Fremantle.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen:- It will be so much less
freight on the trunk line.

'Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so. I am sure
thle hion, member, with his greet knowledge
of political economy, would not desire that
the iieople in the Great Southern districts
should pay freight on 57 miles to Fremantle
on everything they consumne, and produce, in
order that the Railway Department may col-
]kt further revenue from them. On super-
phosphates alone the saving of freight on
32 miles would mean a great difference not
only to my electors but to the electors of the
member for Pingelly, who live in the eastern
part of the Great Sdnthern railway, and who
cannot reach his electorate except through
Narrogia. I speak of the settlers around
Yenlering Lake and Kondinin. It pains me
that a imember of the Country Party should
bring that party into some mneasure of dis-
repute by these unseemly squabbles.

Mr. 'Mann: You do not blame him if he
thinks lie is justified!

Mr. JOHNSTON: I cannot -reconcile his
action with the communications I have re-
ceived from the Wanderig Road Board and
from private electors. The Advisory Board
continffe--

The grades on part of the Pinjarra-
Tiothamn railway are very steep, and for that
reason it would he costly to take heavy
trains over that line. The traffic to the
port, however, would be downhill on that
portion of the line where the steep grades
occur.

We all know that thle heavy traffic from that
great producing area would be in the dii-ec-
tion of the port. Then the board say-

The line would open up'a considerable area
of useful country already selected and not
at present served by railways, and would
also relieve the traffic over the Great South-
ern railway fromt Narrogin in times of con-
gestion.

The hoard eta liasise the very point that I
desire to put before the Hfouse.

By efferting a junction at Narrogin inl
preference to Williams, the proposed trunk
line, if constructed, would be more direct.
The Inspector of Engineering Surveys.
estimates the probable cost of this line
at £90,000 providing one in seventy grades
and 601b. rails are used over the section
of the main trunk line, and one in fifty
grades and 451lb. rails on the upper part.

I cornmeail to the House the vision of the
hoard. They picked out for the main trunk
line front -Narrogin to Dwarda, and from
Dwarda to Armadale, a route on one in
seventy grades, a mirch better route than the
existing route via Spencer's Brook on ther
Great Southern railway, where, particularly
immediately north of Narrokin, we have ther
very -worst grades on the whole of that rail-
way. This able and far-sighted board, know-
ing their business, and containing pro-
fessional men, picked out a route from
Narrogin to Dwarda comprising one inr
seventy grades, and they recommended 601b.
rails and one in seventy grades for that sec-
tion, and 451b. rails and one in fifty grades
further on to the timber -mills. The board
go on to recommend line "B" connecting the
Narrogin-Armadale line 'with Brook ton. Let
me point out the absolute inconsistency of
the member for Pingellv. Be went along to
the Premier with a b~ig deputation, every
member of which was supplied with a copy,
of this report so far as it affects line ''B,''
from the Narrogin-Armadale line to Brookton.
Onl the 13th August Inst the lion. member asked
the Government to build this railway, and
this report was the sole or the main basis of
his request. A deputation which I intro-
duced was kept waiting for 20 minutes while
the hbin. member and his friends were inside
with the Premier. I wish to emphasise the
absolute hyproerisy of the mnember for
Pingelly in condemning the line ''A"
from Narrogin to Dna rda. recommended
by the board. and asking the Govern-
meat to stop the work, his request being
based on the stri~ngth of his puny knowledge
of a district he has never seea. On the very
same day as we were asking for this report
to be put into effect, the lion. gentleman and
his constituents asked for a line from
Brookton to the Narrogin-Armadale line,
being line 11B3" in this report. If the
lion. member is prepared to accept the
report as his bible in regard to the line
from Brnokton to Armad ale, he must admit
that it is only a fair thing that the line
which the board recommended as line "A"y
from 'Narrogin to Dwnrda. must be similarly
and to the same extent in the interests of the
State. I have always supported the connec-
tion. to Brookton shown in line '' B," provid-
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lug that lines ''A,'' ''B.'' and ''C" from
Narrogint to Armadale are constructed in their
<Iue order, as put forward in this report. The
hoard's report continues-

Line ''C.'' The construction of lines
''A'' and '"B'' will leave a section of
about 42 miles (shown in dotted red lines
on the plan) from near the 4 2-mile peg on
the Albany-road to near the junction of
the Fourteen M~ile Brook with tbe Hotham,
River. The construction of this section
(shown dotted red on plan) at some future
date would complete the desired trunk line
between Albany and Fremantle. The dis-
tance along the existing lines from Narro-
gin to Fremantle via Spencer's Brook and
Perth is 174 miles, as against the distance
along the proposed trunk line from Narro-
gin to Fremantle via Armadale of 117
miles, thus showing a saving in length of
57 miles in favour of the proposed trunk
line.

Why should we have to travel on our weekly
peregrinations to and from the city 57 miles
further than is necessary? I recall with
pleasure the support always givent to thip
proposal by the late Hon. F. K. i'iesse ad
the late Hon. C. A. Piesse, 'len of broad
ideas. They always favoured a direct corn-
munication between the Great So-uthern
railway and the port of Frema~tlo. In eoi-
neetion with the deputation to Mr. Scaddan,
when Premier, asking for the eviistruction
of this through line, at which yon, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, were present, r ,ecollect
Mr. Arnold Piesse, who then was member
for Katanning, pointing nout that his
brother, Mr. F. H. Fiesse, for somne time
Minister for Railways in this State and a
man who did a great deal for tlio advance-
meet of the Great Southern jistriet, had in
the course of his useful life travelled 80.000
miles further than be need have done if this
through trunk line to Armanile had been
constructed. To-day, as you know, Afr.
Stubbs, there is a similar waste of time
travelling long distances to and from the
metropolitan area. That waste of time
would be obviated if the Albany express
followed its proper route from here to
Armadale, from Armadale to ]Jwardn, and
then over the line which we are .discussing
to Narrogin. The board's report proceeds-

This section will serve very little land
not already in touch with existing or other
proposed railways. an'l mnsl only ho con-
sidered as a portion of a direct trunk line.
The Inspector of Engineering Surveys
estimates the probable cost of this section
at £86,000, with 601b. rails and I in 70
gradIes.

Here again we have this far-sighted board
pointing out that if we are careful to pick
out a route of one in seventy grade, we can
have a much better grade from Narrogin to
Fremnantle via Dwarda thhn we have on the
circuitous, obsolete route via York and
Spencer's Brook. The board state-

It is anticipated that with the present
rapid extension of settlement, the carry-
ing capacity of the Great Southern rail-
way will be severely taxed at an early
date, and we consider the scheme we are
now reecommending the best means of
meeting future railway requirements in
this portion of the State.

That is a matter of great importanee-a
comprehensive scheme, and the best means
of meeting future requirements in that part
of the State. I wish to point out that the
board who recommended this railway from
Narrogin to flwarda, with an extension to
Armadale, thus saving 57 miles in distance
and freight between Narrogin and Fre-
mantle, are the hoard who recommended the
whole of those railways which come into
Narrogin or to points south of Narrogin.
The board desired that all those lines
should have the benefit of this great
saving in distance. In addition, the board
point out that we shall before long be
compelled to duplicate the line from Narro-
gin to Spencer's 'Brook in order to meet the
increasing production. They say, in effect,
that such a course is not desirable, and that
it is far better, instead of duplicating an
existing line, to build a new line from
Narrogia, to Armadale, opening up new
country in the process, as well as saving
the great distance I have mentioned.
This is not a Narrogin matter at all. I
am sorry the word ''Narrogin" occurs,
because it seems to raise some measure
of opposition in certain quarters. I
say this is a national trunk railwvay recom-
mended by the highest professional and
engineering authorities as one absolutely
neccessr for the future devolopment of the
agricultural districts of Western Australia
and particularly the Great Southern districts.
I will deal with a little of the history of thin
line, and show how closely some Ministers
of to-day, as well as leaders of the Opposi-
tion, have been associated with the progress
of this project.

Hon. P. Collier: We have been associated
with all big national questions.

'Mr. JOHNSTON: I admit that and par-
ticularly in connection with this one. As far
as the develnrmeat of the Great Southern dis-
tricts from Tambellup to Brookton is con-
cerned, the railways built to various centres
were due to the Government of which the
member for Boulder was a Minister.
I recall the opening of the Hothani
railway in 1914. There were 500 people pre-
sent at Dwarda on that occasion and the then
Premier, Mr. Scaddan, promised the gather-
ing, which included mauy Pingelly electors,
that the railway would be extended from
Dwarda, to Narrogin, in accordance with the
advice of the Railway Advisory Board. Mr.
Seaddan was as good as his word, because ini
December of that year-it was in October
that he opened the ralway-a Bill was in-
troduced for the construction of that line.
Here is what the then Mlinister -for Works,
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Hfon. W. C. Angwin, said in moving the sec-
ond reading of the Bill-

Tbis railway is a continuation of the
Pinjarra-Hotham railway to Narrogin. At
the present time, this railway finishes wvith
a dead end at Dwarda. For the better
working facilities of the railway it is neces-
sary that the line should be continued on
to Narrogin, which is also a central depbt
so far the working railways are concerned.
This junction, I wish to point out, was
recommended by Mr. Babington, who made
the survey. Several points on the Great
Southern Railway have been suggested as
to where this line should junction with that
railway. The officers connected with the
Railway Department, after giving the sev-
eral places due consideration, advised the
Government that Narrogin was the best
point at which the junction should take
place. I may add that the Survey Bill was
carried previously for the purpose of inak-
ing the junction at Narrogin as proposed.
At the present time, Narrogin itself is 162
miles fromn Perth, via Spencer's Brook, but
by way of Dwarda it is only 143 miles.

That represents a saving of 19 miles to Perth,
but 32 miles to Fremantle. That will be
realised by bon. members when I say that if
they go to Armadale via Pinjarra, they are
as close to Fremantle via the Jandakot rail-
way as they are to Perth. Mr. Angwin
continued-

It will thus be seen that immediately
this line is carried through Narrogin as
proposed, there will be a 'cry large saving
to the farmers in the way of distance they
will have to send their products to the port.

That is the savin~g I am anxious that the Gov-
ermnent shall effect. It is in the interests of
the fanning community that this proposal
should be given effect to at once. Mr.
Angwin further said-

Hon. members, I think, particularly those
representing agricultural districts, will
a ' ree with me that the nearer you can
bring the products grown by the farmers to
the port, the better it is for them and for
all concerned.

I also spoke on the subject, hut I will not
weary the House now by quoting from
it. The present Premier, Sir James Mitchell,
when dealing with the subject when the de-
bate was resumed, made a lengthy and in-
teresting speech in support of the railway.
I do not propose to read all he said, but I
will quote one Paragraph which appears to
me to represent the pith of the views he ex-
pressed. He said-

I support the Bill and I hope the Min-
ister will construct the line speedily-

That was on 22nd December, 1914.
The Premier :Why did you not have

the line constructed then?
'Mr. -JOHNSTON: Because the war broke

out. Had not that occurred-and I had the
assurance of the Minister for Mines that such
would have been the ease-I am satisfied that
the line would have been constructed before
the present' Premier came into office.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Don't you think the
reason was that the Labour Government
"ere put out of office?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I will confess that had
something to do with it. Hon. members can
imagine my feelings of pain when I found
that the Premier, on his return from England,
touk steps to stop the construction of this
railway,

The Premier: What do you object to in
my remarks?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I support them.
The Minister for Works: He has not gone

hack on them.
M~r. .JOIINSTON: I complain that so far

the Premier has not carried into effect his
words which appear in ''Hansard,'" and with
which I cordially agree.

The Premier: Why do you quarrel withr
those words?

Mr. -JOHNSTON: I support them, but r
want the Premier to act in accordance with,
his speech. He said-

T repeat, as I said before, that the only
w~ay to overcome the unemployed trouble
is to build railways and settle the land.

Howe history repeats itself I That is what
the Deputy Premier, Mr. Colebateb, and
Cabinet thought when it was decided that
the railway construction should proceed a
few weeks ago.

The Premier: Then the unemployed dis-
appeared.

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, the Premier came
back.

The Minister for Works: You cannot say
he is unemploi-ed.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Premier has too
much to do, and I think that if be had been
able to give this qnestion proper attention,
it would have commended itself to him. The
Premier continued-

These are the two great things which are
needed in this State, and if they are carried
out we need have no fear for the future.
The policy of railway construction inau-
gurated by my leader when in power is
essentially the right one, and should be con-
tinued as speedily as possible. It is not
sufficient to niereTy introduce a Bill and
promise the people a railway; the line
should be built and built as Boon as pos-
sible.
The Premier: Why did you not support

mec then?
Hion. W. C. Angwin: He did.
Hon. P. Collier: I think it was the Pre-

mier's speech that had a good deal to do
with the member for Williains-Narrogin go-
ing over to the other side.

Mr. ,TOHN.STON: The member for Boul-
der know~s better than that, because the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle concluded the
debate in the following terms:-

The Government believe that the railway
is necessary and when money is available
the construction will be immediately com-
menced.

I consider that when a promise was made on
behalf of the Government, and when Sir
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James Mitchell emphasised the fact that this
line should be built as soon as possible, that
should be binding upon successive Govern-
ments in Western Australia,

The Minister for Works: But we must
have a certain amount of discretion.

Mr. JOHNSTON: -In this instance the
Government have no discretion, but they
have a Railway Survey Bill and a Railway
Construction Bill approved by Parliament. A
will also show the House that we have a few
letters, including one from the present Min-
ister for Works, indicating the Governiment's
desire that the line should be constructed.

The 'Minister for Works: The letters are
quite justified.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu: Ministers ate good
promisers.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not wish to pro-
ceed without congratulating the mnember for
North-East Freutantle on the speech he de-
livered here a fortnight ago. It was on the
same limes as the one be delivered when, as
a inister of the Crown, he introduced the
Bill. If the Premier, now the positions are
reversed, would put into effect the views he
expressed at the time the Bill was in-
troduced to Parliament, my constitutents
and sonic of the people of the Piugelly
electorate would have their present serious
cumplainit against the Government entirely re-
moved. The Bill for the construction of this
line was pasted in 1914. War broke out and
the matter was delayed from year to year.
For obvious reasons, public works could not
be continued at that time. Still, wye were
riot left without promises on this question.
Premiers and Ministers visited my constitu-
ency and every one, including Sir Henry Le-
froy and our present Premier, Sir James
Mitchell, was asked when the Narrogin-
Dwarda line would be built. There was no
suggestion of a policy of repudiation
at that time! even to the extent of
the appointment of a select conmmittee
to inquire into the work. On the other
]hand, we received lengthy and true ex-
planations regarding the lack of funds, the
high cost of railway material and the diffi-
culty of building railways under war con-
ditions. We did not expect anything else i n
the circumstances and we accepted those re-
plies as satisfactory. They were always
backed up by promises that, when railway
material was cheaper and railway construc-
tion possible, thea the line would be built.

The 'Minister for Works: Rails are being-
turned out in England now.

IMr. JOHNSTON: If the Minister hod
told me that before, and that the railway will
ho built, be might have raveil this speech.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Premier: You might lose the line.
'Mr. JOHNSTON: In addition to the

visits from 'Ministers, we received a letter
from Mr. Colebatch, as deputy Premier, in re-
sponse to representtions I made to him at
the request of some of the local bodies in my

electorate. We were anxious to know what
was the position and when the Government
mould start building the railwvay. The Min-
ister in his letter dated 2nd June last said-

The Premier is inquiring closely into the
matter in London, and on his return--or
perhaps earlier-it may be found possible
to place orders for additional 45 lb. rails.
In the meantime you can assure your con-
stituents that the Government are fully
alive to the necessity, both from a settle-
ment and railway working point of view, of
constructing the line between 1Narrogin and
Uward a.

What more satisfactory assurance could have
been given to mLy constituents? I Point out
that it was at Mr. Colebatch 's request I as-
sured my constituents that the Government
were fully alive to the necessity f or con-
structing the line. Surely, Mfr. Colebatch 's
promise contained in that letter means some-
thing! Then we havo the Minister for Works
starting the work at the beginning of July.
The people in the district were very pleased,
and thle municipal council of Narrogin wrote
thanking the Government for starting the
railway, and for their asurauze that it n1ould
be completed. This is the reply wvbich the
Minister for Works addressed to the town
clerk, Narrogin, on the 26th July, 1922:-

Wilt you kindly thank your friends for
the very nice message conveyed to me in
your letter of the 24th inist. You can rely
on it, tile work will be pushed on -with as
mnuch speed as circumstances allow.
The Miffnister for Works: I have done that.
Mr. JOHNSTON: No, the work has been

stopped. The Minister's letter continues:-
The difficeulty is the procuring of rails,

but I am sanguine we shall be able to get
our supplies within a reasonable time. We
are proceeding -with the clearing and earth-
works in advance, which you may perhaps
regard as a guarantee of good faith.

This guarantee of good faith has been fol-
lowed up by an instruction from the Premier,
that the works should be stopped, contrary to
Cabinet's decisiont A number of men sent
down fronm Perth, and who had been on the
job only six or seven weeks, were paid off at

aday's notice.
The Minister for Works: And were put

on to another job; and we will put them back
niighty quickly when we start laying the
line.

Mr. JOHNSTON: When will that be!
Thea m~e have recorded on the file the viewvs
of the highest professional authority
in tme State. The member for Pin-
gelly did not. wait till Parlia-
ment met to give notice of his motion,
but took advanitage of the starting of the line
to write a letter on the 6th July to the
Acting Premier urging him to build the line
onl a different route. Mr. Colebatch quite
properly referred this request to the hk ,hest
professional authority, in the person of the
Eap-jucer-in-Chief and also to the Minister for
Works. I have here the Minister's minute
to the Acting Premier, covering the decision
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of the Engineer-in-Chief. I propose to read
only the reply sent to the member for Pin-
gelly by Mr. Colebatch, covering the En-
gineer-in-Chief 's report. Dated 10th July,
1122, Mr. Colebatch's letter reads:-

Dear Mr. Hickmott.-Regarding your let-
ter of the 6th July and the conversation we
had on the matter of the Dwarda-Narrogin
railway-, the 'Minister for Works informs
me that he has gone into the proposal with
the Engineer-in-Chief who says:-"Con-
siderable thought has been given to the
route to be followed, and several proposals
have been thoroughly investigated, but the
decision was that the route authorised by
Parliament is the most direct and well
fitted for construction, and will also serve
a large number of settlers. To deviate, as
suggested by 'Mr. flickmott, would mean
an entire revision of the whole of the
surveys, and it would be impossible to
make a start in connection with the rail-
way for some considerable time, and of
course Parliament would have to be ask~ed
to sanction the new route. I do not think
we should entertain the proposal."

It is extraordinary that the Government, on
the authority of the Engineer-ia-Chief, on
the 10th July should send that reply to Mr.
flickmott, and that seven weeks later they
should by stopping the work take the very
course which they refused to take when that
letter was written by Mr. Colebatch.

The Minister for Works: The explanation
is on the file.

Mr. JOHNSTON: But that report on the
file is from gentlemen who have never visitea
the district, and who told the settlers that
as that matter had been decided by Paria.-
nwnt a visit from them was not necessary.

The Minister for Works: Is that stated in
that report of last year?

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, bat on the 7th of
this month I asked the Premier if the lRail-
way Advisory Board bad inspected the dis-
trict between Narrogin and Dwarda along the
surveyed authorised route of the Narrogin-
Dwarda railway before writing their report
of the 15th 'March, 1921, and the reply by
the Premier to that question was "No."
flow can the Government say that the route
recommended in that report is alternative to
the authorised surveyed railway, when the
advisory board did not deem it their duty to
inspect the route of that authorised surveyed
railway, when on the contrary they told set-
tlers in the district that the report had
nothing whatever to do with the matte;, and
that Parliament had settled it? This letter
from the Acting Premier to Mr. Mielsmott,
and the Engineer in Chief's views quoted
therein, show that at that time it was the
fixed determination of the Government to pro-
ceed with the construction of the railway on
the route authorised by Parliament.

The Minister for Works: That is quite
correct-nt that time.

Mr. JOHNXSTON: That was followed up
by an influential deputation to the Premier,
which I introduced on the 11th August.

There were present about 40 leading residents
of my district, including a member of every
local authority and several gentlemen from the
I'ingellv electorate who, being in town for the
farmers' conference, came along and joined
the deputation, which was to ask that the
construction of the Narrogia-Dwarda. railway
and its extension to Armadale be pushed
On. Through the courtesy of the Premier
I have hero his official copy of notes of the
deputation, taken by his own secretary. From
these we learn that Mr. Mfuller, a member of
the Williams Road Board, said he bad run
several thousand sheep on his land in that
district, and that it had been proved the land
was capable of producing considerably more
than was thought possible in the past; also
tbat he considered 40l0 new settlers could
be placed in the district if it were opened up
by a railway.

The Premier: Nobody questions that.
Mfr. JOWNSTON: Yet the railway is

stopped!I
The Minister for Works: For a good reason.
Mr. .TOHNSTON: A mass of evidence of

the same kind was put before the Premier
by that deputation. In conclusion I asked if
the deputation could take it that the Dwarda-
Narrogin line Would be completed by that
time next year. The notes show that the
Premier said the work would be pushed on
bet that ho could not tell the deputation
anything definite regarding it. Of course
that report is very rmuch condensed. The
Premier said he could not tell us exactly,
because the completion might be a. couple
of months late.

The Premier: No, no.
Mr. JOHNSTONS: Yes, that is what was

said. At all events it is my recollection of
what was said. The report itself shows
that the Premier said the wort would be
pushed on with.

The 'Minister for Works: And it was pushed
on with, and will be again.

Mr. JOHNSTO'N: The Minister has a
peuliar idea of pushing on with the work.
The people who received that promise Were
so pleased that they applauded the Premier,
which is not usual at a deputation. It is a
serious matter if the Premier can promise
that the work shall be pushed on, and then it
is stopped.

The Minister for Works: It 'was nut
stopped uintil a fortnight afterwards.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so; a fortnight
after it was promised that it would be
pushed on. The Premier's promise has
been broken, and I hope hon. members will
not support so flagrant a breach of faith by
re-oplening, even by the appointment Of a
select committee, a matter settled on high
expert authority. The Premier is losing hlis
optimism. I do net know what has hap-
pened to him since his return from England.
It appears to me anti many of my constitu-
eats that the Premier is now a wrecker,
one prepared to stop. the construction of
railways. I recall that in 1916 the then
Premier similarly stopped the construction of
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the Esperance railway, which has not yet
been built. The present Premier wag a Min.'
ister in the then Cabinet. Knowing that six
years afterwards that railway, has not been
completed, my constituents, naturally, are
vcry much concerned over the action of the
Government in stopping this railway.

The Premier. I would have spoken a few
words of comfort to you to-night but you
have not given me a chance,

Air. JOHNSTON: I emphasise that the
report put forward by the Government as
the reason for stopping the work is of no
value, since it is the report of a board who
admitted that they did not visit the district.
I appeal to the House to say that the Acts
of Parliament with regard to this railway
should not be disregarded. The settlers
have been waiting for a railway since 1914.
They have received repeated promises that
it would be built. They have bad the
pleasure of seeing the work started but,
after 10 or 12 miles of clearing bad been
done, they have had the humiliation of
seeing the work stopped. No one can
realise better than the Government how
damaging this is to the prestige of any
district.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is not the worst
of it; they sold 45,000 acres of land on the
strength of it,

Mir. JOHNSTON: More than that; it has
all been selected. No railway Act has ever
been repudiated in this State. Every rail-
way anthorised by Parliament has been con-
structed in its turn.

The Minister for Worka. This Act has
not been repudiated.

mr. .TOHNSTON: No; but if the Coy-
erment disregard the high professional
opinions I have. quoted and appoint a select
committee to inquire whether the advisory
board, the Engineer-in-Chief and the ex-
Commissioner of Railways were right in
their opinions, it will savour of repudiation.

The Minister for Works : There is no
repudiation at all.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I hops that this Par-
liament will not support such a politicGaly
dishonest action.

The Mrinister for Works: There is no dis-
honesty at all, and you know it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: There will be no dlis-
honesty it the railway is built; but if it is
not built, after having been surveyed and
after the settlers have received so many
promises that it wonld be constructed, I
shall regard it as political dishonesty. No
railway Act has ever been repealed in West-
ern Australia. we do not want this State
to descend to the status of a South American
republic when that sort of thing is dons
with every change of Government. If this
railway is not built, what faith can people
have in the Government? We are anxious
to inspire faith in the Government.

Hon. p. Collier: They will net let you.
Mr. JOHNSTON: What faith cank people

have in the Government when, on the 11th
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August, they are clearing the route for an
authorised railway and promise to push it to
completion, and a fortnight later stop the
work?

H1on. W, C. Angwin:. The mistake you
made was your reference to bringing
Narrogin nearer to Fremantle. Yen should
have left that out.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am out to tell the truth.
Is this Act to mean nothing? Is the fact of
the Government having actually started the
constructioa of the line to mean nothing? If
they mean anything, surely it is that the
Government's policy is to give effect to the
Act, and that being so, the Government should
not countenance this request for a select com-
mittee. They should go straight ahead and
carry out the duty Parliament has imposed
upon them.

lRon. W. C. Angwin: They would not have
had a harbour at ]Bunbury but for the Labour
Government. I started that.

The Premier- No fear.
Ron. W. C. Angwin:- Yes, I started the

break water.
Mr. JOHNSTON: I am not interested in the

Runbury breakwater at present. I hope the
House will reject the motion and instruct the
Government to give effect to the Act. I con-
gratulate the member for North-East Pre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) onl his recogni-
tion of the obligation reating upon Parlia-
ment and the Government to give effect to
the Act. The Act represents an absolute
contract between the people of thle district
and the Government and I appeal to mem-
bers not to permit it to be repudiated in
the manner desired by a member, I regret
to say, of the party to which I have the
honour to belong. I hope members will not
carry the motion and] thus injure and delay
the progress of the great district concerned.
Parliament and the Government are honestly
fairly and squarely pledged to the con-
struction of this line. They have been
bached tip by the Railway Advisory Board
and the Cornniisioner of Railways, and the
other authorities quoted by the member for
North-East Fremantle, and it is only fair
to the people of the district concerned and
of the Great Southern districts generally,
that the construction of the railway be put
in hand at once and that there be no delay
until the line is completed and extended right
through to Armadale.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.86 p.m.
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